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During the 1970s, Americans launched twelve robot spacecraft on paths to the far corners of the solar
system. Each mission was a resounding success, yielding detailed knowledge of Earth's neighboring planets
and advancing human understanding of the solar system's origin and evolution. In 1971, Mariner 9 revealed a
history of volcanic eruptions and flooding on Mars. Pioneer 10, launched in 1972, passed safely through the
Asteroid Belt and accomplished the first successful flyby of Jupiter. The 1977 Voyager "grand tour" flybys
of four of the outer planets revealed satellites that featured active volcanoes, fantastically tortured terrain,
and ice-spewing geysers.

Providing an insider's view of what has been called a golden era in space pioneering, Robert S. Kraemer
describes the financial, political, and technical hurdles facing each mission. As NASA's director of planetary
programs during those years, he witnessed rivalries between scientists, worked to ensure that projects
remained in NASA and federal budgets, and reshaped missions to meet changing priorities, schedules, and
vehicle configurations. The book also chronicles the technical problems that sometimes jeopardized missions
and describes such successes as the first landings on Mars in 1976.

Addressing many of the central themes that have affected space science during the past fifty years, Beyond
the Moon documents the efforts of those who contributed to a burst of planetary exploration that laid the
foundation for even more extraordinary voyages of discovery. Dozens of full color and black and white
illustrations enhance the appeal for any space enthusiast.
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From reader reviews:

Lane James:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Beyond the Moon: A Golden Age of Planetary Exploration, 1971-
1978 (Smithsonian History of Aviation and Spaceflight Series). Try to stumble through book Beyond the
Moon: A Golden Age of Planetary Exploration, 1971-1978 (Smithsonian History of Aviation and
Spaceflight Series) as your buddy. It means that it can to be your friend when you sense alone and beside that
course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you
considerably more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we need to make new
experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Jose Weitzman:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some
of you maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Beyond the Moon: A
Golden Age of Planetary Exploration, 1971-1978 (Smithsonian History of Aviation and Spaceflight Series)
is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and
need in this era.

James Sweeney:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Beyond the Moon: A Golden
Age of Planetary Exploration, 1971-1978 (Smithsonian History of Aviation and Spaceflight Series) that give
your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the
world can be said as the means for people to know world much better then how they react to the world. It
can't be said constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to
become success person. So , for all you who want to start examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick
Beyond the Moon: A Golden Age of Planetary Exploration, 1971-1978 (Smithsonian History of Aviation
and Spaceflight Series) become your personal starter.

Steve Henry:

This Beyond the Moon: A Golden Age of Planetary Exploration, 1971-1978 (Smithsonian History of
Aviation and Spaceflight Series) is great guide for you because the content which is full of information for
you who all always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it info
accurately using great arrange word or we can say no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that



hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences
but tough core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Beyond the Moon: A Golden Age of
Planetary Exploration, 1971-1978 (Smithsonian History of Aviation and Spaceflight Series) in your hand
like obtaining the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer
you world in ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading
book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?
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