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Saxophone virtuoso Charlie Bird Parker began playing professionally in his early teens, became a heroin
addict at 16, changed the course of music, and then died when only 34 years old. His friend Robert Reisner
observed, Parker, in the brief span of his life, crowded more living into it than any other human being. Like
Louis Armstrong, Duke Ellington, Miles Davis, and John Coltrane, he was a transitional composer and
improviser who ushered in a new era of jazz by pioneering bebop and influenced subsequent generations of
musicians. Â  Meticulously researched and written, Bird: The Life and Music of Charlie Parker tells the story
of his life, music, and career. This new biography artfully weaves together firsthand accounts from those
who knew him with new information about his life and career to create a compelling narrative portrait of a
tragic genius. While other books about Parker have focused primarily on his music and recordings, this
portrait reveals the troubled man behind the music, illustrating how his addictions and struggles with mental
health affected his life and career. He was alternatively generous and miserly; a loving husband and father at
home but an incorrigible philanderer on the road; and a chronic addict who lectured younger musicians about
the dangers of drugs. Above all he was a musician, who overcame humiliation, disappointment, and a life-
threatening car wreck to take wing as Bird, a brilliant improviser and composer. With in-depth research into
previously overlooked sources and illustrated with several never-before-seen images, Bird: The Life and
Music of Charlie Parker corrects much of the misinformation and myth about one of the most influential
musicians of the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Dolores Mika:

Here thing why this Bird: The Life and Music of Charlie Parker (Music in American Life) are different and
reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good however it depends in the content of computer
which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Bird: The Life and Music of Charlie Parker (Music in
American Life) giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any book out there but
there is no reserve that similar with Bird: The Life and Music of Charlie Parker (Music in American Life). It
gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing which happened in the world
which is might be can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park your car,
café, or even in your means home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book
maybe the form of Bird: The Life and Music of Charlie Parker (Music in American Life) in e-book can be
your substitute.

Donna Hufnagel:

Often the book Bird: The Life and Music of Charlie Parker (Music in American Life) will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea is very
unique. In the event you try to find new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book Bird: The Life
and Music of Charlie Parker (Music in American Life) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get
the e-book from official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

John Silver:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well as playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read the
book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day long
to reading a guide. The book Bird: The Life and Music of Charlie Parker (Music in American Life) it is very
good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this
book. Should you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore
quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book offers high
quality.

Adam Mathews:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This reserve Bird: The Life and Music of Charlie Parker (Music in American
Life) was filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading any book. If you know how big good thing



about a book, you can experience enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like today, many ways to get
book which you wanted.
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