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This is a book about the dramatic periods in the Earth's history called mass extinctions - short periods (by
geological standards) when life nearly died out on Earth. The most famous is the mass extinction that
happened about 65 million years ago, and that caused the death of the dinosaurs. But that was not the worst
mass extinction: that honour goes to the extinction at the end of the Permian Period, about 250 million years
ago, when over 90% of life is thought to
have become extinct.

What caused these catastrophes? Was it the effects of a massive meteorite impact? There is evidence for such
an impact about 65 million years ago. Or was it a period of massive volcanic activity? There is evidence in
the rocks of huge lava flows at periods that match several of the mass extinctions. Was it something to do
with climate change and sea level? Or was it a combination of some or all of these?

The question has been haunting geologists for a number of years, and it forms one of the most exciting areas
of research in geology today. In this book, Tony Hallam, a distinguished geologist and writer, looks at all the
different theories and also what the study of mass extinctions might tell us about the future. If climate change
is a key factor, we may well, as some scientists have suggested, be in a period of mass extinction of our own
making.
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From reader reviews:

John Drew:

The publication untitled Catastrophes and Lesser Calamities: The causes of mass extinctions is the book that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to a
person. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer
was did a lot of exploration when write the book, and so the information that they share for your
requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Catastrophes and Lesser
Calamities: The causes of mass extinctions from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Anthony Russell:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer may be Catastrophes and Lesser Calamities: The causes of mass extinctions why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint anyone.
The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct
you to pick up this book.

Sheila Rocha:

The book untitled Catastrophes and Lesser Calamities: The causes of mass extinctions contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains your ex idea with easy approach. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was authored by
famous author. The author provides you in the new period of literary works. You can easily read this book
because you can continue reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book in anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site and also
order it. Have a nice go through.

Regina Dye:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended
for you is Catastrophes and Lesser Calamities: The causes of mass extinctions this reserve consist a lot of the
information on the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented so why is the world has
grown up. The language styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made
some research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of you.
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