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Supplying water to millions is not simply an engineering and logistical challenge. As David Soll shows in his
finely observed history of the nation's largest municipal water system, the task of providing water to New
Yorkers transformed the natural and built environment of the city, its suburbs, and distant rural watersheds.
Almost as soon as New York City completed its first municipal water system in 1842, it began to expand the
network, eventually reaching far into the Catskill Mountains, more than one hundred miles from the city.
Empire of Water explores the history of New York City's water system from the late nineteenth century to
the early twenty-first century, focusing on the geographical, environmental, and political repercussions of the
city's search for more water.

Soll vividly recounts the profound environmental implications for both city and countryside. Some of the
region's most prominent landmarks, such as the High Bridge across the Harlem River, Central Park's Great
Lawn, and the Ashokan Reservoir in Ulster County, have their origins in the city's water system. By tracing
the evolution of the city's water conservation efforts and watershed management regime, Soll reveals the
tremendous shifts in environmental practices and consciousness that occurred during the twentieth century.
Few episodes better capture the long-standing upstate-downstate divide in New York than the story of how
mountain water came to flow from spigots in Brooklyn and Manhattan.

Soll concludes by focusing on the landmark watershed protection agreement signed in 1997 between the city,
watershed residents, environmental organizations, and the state and federal governments. After decades of
rancor between the city and Catskill residents, the two sides set aside their differences to forge a new model
of environmental stewardship. His account of this unlikely environmental success story offers a behind the
scenes perspective on the nation's most ambitious and wide-ranging watershed protection program.
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From reader reviews:

Jordan Sampson:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for us. The book Empire of Water: An Environmental and Political
History of the New York City Water Supply had been making you to know about other knowledge and of
course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The book Empire of Water: An
Environmental and Political History of the New York City Water Supply is not only giving you far more
new information but also to become your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your spend time
to read your e-book. Try to make relationship while using book Empire of Water: An Environmental and
Political History of the New York City Water Supply. You never feel lose out for everything in case you
read some books.

Joseph Owens:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book
entitled Empire of Water: An Environmental and Political History of the New York City Water Supply the
mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for
but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a reserve then become one contact
form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of. The Empire of Water: An
Environmental and Political History of the New York City Water Supply giving you another experience
more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful data for your better life in this particular era. So
now let us show you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are
finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Myrtle Hamer:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you is Empire of Water: An Environmental and Political History of the New York City
Water Supply this guide consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This particular
book was represented how does the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to explain it is
easy to understand. The writer made some research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book
suitable all of you.

Elizabeth Givens:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This Empire of Water: An Environmental and Political History of the



New York City Water Supply can give you a lot of good friends because by you looking at this one book you
have issue that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This particular book can be
one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't
recognize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have
Empire of Water: An Environmental and Political History of the New York City Water Supply.
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