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What economic rules govern sports? How does the sports business differ from other businesses? Playbooks
and Checkbooks takes a fascinating step-by-step look at the fundamental economic relationships shaping
modern sports. Focusing on the ways that the sports business does and does not overlap with economics, the
book uncovers the core paradox at the heart of the sports industry. Unlike other businesses, the sports
industry would not survive if competitors obliterated each other to extinction, financially or otherwise--
without rivals there is nothing to sell. Playbooks and Checkbooks examines how this unique economic truth
plays out in the sports world, both on and off the field.

Noted economist Stefan Szymanski explains how modern sporting contests have evolved; how sports
competitions are organized; and how economics has guided antitrust, monopoly, and cartel issues in the
sporting world. Szymanski considers the motivation provided by prize money, uncovers discrepancies in
players' salaries, and shows why the incentive structure for professional athletes encourages them to cheat
through performance-enhancing drugs and match fixing. He also explores how changes in media
broadcasting allow owners and athletes to play to a global audience, and why governments continue to
publicly fund sporting events such as the Olympics, despite almost certain financial loss.

Using economic tools to reveal the complex arrangements of an industry, Playbooks and Checkbooks
illuminates the world of sports through economics, and the world of economics through sports.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Melendez:

This Playbooks and Checkbooks: An Introduction to the Economics of Modern Sports are generally reliable
for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Playbooks and
Checkbooks: An Introduction to the Economics of Modern Sports can be one of the great books you must
have is giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed a person with information that maybe will
shock your before knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever
your conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Playbooks and Checkbooks: An Introduction
to the Economics of Modern Sports forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary,
giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in
reading.

Glenna Monaghan:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Playbooks and Checkbooks:
An Introduction to the Economics of Modern Sports, you can enjoy both. It is great combination right, you
still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have
it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Darryl Payton:

Playbooks and Checkbooks: An Introduction to the Economics of Modern Sports can be one of your nice
books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary
that can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing
Playbooks and Checkbooks: An Introduction to the Economics of Modern Sports however doesn't forget the
main position, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource information that maybe you
can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.

Lillian Thornton:

This Playbooks and Checkbooks: An Introduction to the Economics of Modern Sports is completely new
way for you who has attention to look for some information given it relief your hunger details. Getting
deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading
this Playbooks and Checkbooks: An Introduction to the Economics of Modern Sports can be the light food to
suit your needs because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by anyone. These books
develop itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who



think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is no in
reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person.
So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book sort for your better life along with knowledge.
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