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In the thirteenth century, Paris was the largest city in Western Europe, the royal capital of France, and the
seat of one of Europe's most important universities. In this vibrant and cosmopolitan city, the beguines,
women who wished to devote their lives to Christian ideals without taking formal vows, enjoyed a level of
patronage and esteem that was uncommon among like communities elsewhere. Some Parisian beguines
owned shops and played a vital role in the city's textile industry and economy. French royals and nobles
financially supported the beguinages, and university clerics looked to the beguines for inspiration in their
pedagogical endeavors. The Beguines of Medieval Paris examines these religious communities and their
direct participation in the city's commercial, intellectual, and religious life.

Drawing on an array of sources, including sermons, religious literature, tax rolls, and royal account books,
Tanya Stabler Miller contextualizes the history of Parisian beguines within a spectrum of lay religious
activity and theological controversy. She examines the impact of women on the construction of medieval
clerical identity, the valuation of women's voices and activities, and the surprising ways in which local
networks and legal structures permitted women to continue to identify as beguines long after a church
council prohibited the beguine status. Based on intensive archival research, The Beguines of Medieval Paris
makes an original contribution to the history of female religiosity and labor, university politics and
intellectual debates, royal piety, and the central place of Paris in the commerce and culture of medieval
Europe.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Thibodeaux:

This book untitled The Beguines of Medieval Paris: Gender, Patronage, and Spiritual Authority (The Middle
Ages Series) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this
publication you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail store or you
can order it via online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this
book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this
e-book from your list.

Christopher Helland:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the publication untitled The Beguines of Medieval Paris: Gender, Patronage, and Spiritual
Authority (The Middle Ages Series) can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Leif Gibbs:

This The Beguines of Medieval Paris: Gender, Patronage, and Spiritual Authority (The Middle Ages Series)
is great book for you because the content which is full of information for you who always deal with world
and still have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word
or we can state no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering
sentences. Having The Beguines of Medieval Paris: Gender, Patronage, and Spiritual Authority (The Middle
Ages Series) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one particular.
We can say that no guide that offer you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this book already do that. So
, this really is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?

Edna Barnett:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes reading
through, not only science book and also novel and The Beguines of Medieval Paris: Gender, Patronage, and
Spiritual Authority (The Middle Ages Series) or even others sources were given expertise for you. After you
know how the truly great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science publication was
created for teacher as well as students especially. Those books are helping them to add their knowledge. In
additional case, beside science e-book, any other book likes The Beguines of Medieval Paris: Gender,



Patronage, and Spiritual Authority (The Middle Ages Series) to make your spare time considerably more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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