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Based on research in the Inquisitorial archives of Northern Italy, The Night Battles recounts the story of a
peasant fertility cult centered on the benandanti, literally, "good walkers." These men and women described
fighting extraordinary ritual battles against witches and wizards in order to protect their harvests. While their
bodies slept, the souls of the benandanti were able to fly into the night sky to engage in epic spiritual combat
for the good of the village. Carlo Ginzburg looks at how the Inquisition's officers interpreted these tales to
support their world view that the peasants were in fact practicing sorcery. The result of this cultural clash,
which lasted for more than a century, was the slow metamorphosis of the benandanti into the Inquisition's
mortal enemies—witches.

Relying upon this exceptionally well-documented case study, Ginzburg argues that a similar transformation
of attitudes—perceiving folk beliefs as diabolical witchcraft—took place all over Europe and spread to the
New World. In his new preface, Ginzburg reflects on the interplay of chance and discovery, as well as on the
relationship between anomalous cultural notions and historical generalizations.
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From reader reviews:

Ashley Mansfield:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Night Battles.

Dale Hollander:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to an individual is
you don't know which you should start with. This The Night Battles is our recommendation to help you keep
up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Robert Hawkins:

This The Night Battles tend to be reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason why
of this The Night Battles can be one of many great books you must have is definitely giving you more than
just simple studying food but feed you with information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This
book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed
kinds. Beside that this The Night Battles forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary,
giving you demo of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate
reading.

David Fern:

The publication with title The Night Battles posesses a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a
lot of help after read this book. This book exist new information the information that exist in this e-book
represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the
improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you throughout new era of the glowbal growth. You
can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.
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