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Love Letters from Golok chronicles the courtship between two Buddhist tantric masters, Tare Lhamo
(1938–2002) and Namtrul Rinpoche (1944–2011), and their passion for reinvigorating Buddhism in eastern
Tibet during the post-Mao era. In fifty-six letters exchanged from 1978 to 1980, Tare Lhamo and Namtrul
Rinpoche envisioned a shared destiny to "heal the damage" done to Buddhism during the years leading up to
and including the Cultural Revolution. Holly Gayley retrieves the personal and prophetic dimensions of their
courtship and its consummation in a twenty-year religious career that informs issues of gender and agency in
Buddhism, cultural preservation among Tibetan communities, and alternative histories for minorities in
China.

The correspondence between Tare Lhamo and Namtrul Rinpoche is the first collection of "love letters" to
come to light in Tibetan literature. Blending tantric imagery with poetic and folk song styles, their letters
have a fresh vernacular tone comparable to the love songs of the Sixth Dalai Lama, but with an eastern
Tibetan flavor. Gayley reads these letters against hagiographic writings about the couple, supplemented by
field research, to illuminate representational strategies that serve to narrate cultural trauma in a redemptive
key, quite unlike Chinese scar literature or the testimonials of exile Tibetans. With special attention to Tare
Lhamo's role as a tantric heroine and her hagiographic fusion with Namtrul Rinpoche, Gayley vividly shows
how Buddhist masters have adapted Tibetan literary genres to share private intimacies and address
contemporary social concerns.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Elliott:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Love Letters from Golok: A Tantric Couple
in Modern Tibet. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important any book Love Letters from Golok: A Tantric Couple in Modern Tibet. You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from
book you can understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up
known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a book or
perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored to go to the
library. Let's examine.

Alice Ybarra:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Love Letters from Golok: A
Tantric Couple in Modern Tibet which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Virginia Gauvin:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get it in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Love Letters from Golok: A Tantric Couple in
Modern Tibet can give you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book you have issue that
they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you
to get success. This publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing
more than other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have Love Letters from Golok: A
Tantric Couple in Modern Tibet.

William White:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Love Letters from Golok: A Tantric Couple
in Modern Tibet or even others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly
great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher as well as students
especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside science e-book,
any other book likes Love Letters from Golok: A Tantric Couple in Modern Tibet to make your spare time
much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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