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Perfumed Sleeves and Tangled Hair explores the possibilities and limits of terms such as "body," "woman,"
"gender," and "agency"—categories that emerged within the context of western philosophical, religious, and
feminist debates—to analyze texts that come out of altogether different temporal and cultural contexts.
Through close textual readings of a wide range of classical and medieval narratives, from well-known works
such as the Tale of Genji to popular Buddhist tales, Rajyashree Pandey offers new ways of understanding
such terms within the context of medieval Buddhist knowledge.

Pandey suggests that "woman" in medieval Japanese narratives does not constitute a self-evident and distinct
category, and that there is little in these works to indicate that the sexed body was the single most important
and overarching site of difference between men and women. She argues that the body in classical and
medieval texts is not understood as something constituted through flesh, blood, and bones, or as divorced
from the mind, and that in the Tale of Genji it becomes intelligible not as an anatomical entity but rather as
something apprehended through robes and hair. Pandey provocatively claims that "woman" is a fluid and
malleable category, one that often functions as a topos or figural site for staging debates not about real life
women, but rather about delusion, attachment, and enlightenment, issues of the utmost importance to the
Buddhist medieval world.

Pandey's book challenges many of the assumptions that have become commonplace in academic writings on
women and Buddhism in medieval Japan. She questions the validity of speaking of Buddhism's misogyny,
women's oppression, passivity, or proto-feminism, and points to the anachronistic readings that result when
fundamentally modern questions and concerns are transposed unreflexively onto medieval Japanese texts.
Taking a broad, interdisciplinary approach, and engaging widely with literature, religious studies, and
feminism, while paying close attention to medieval texts and genres, Pandey boldly throws down the
gauntlet, challenging some of the sacred cows of contemporary scholarship on medieval Japanese women
and Buddhism.
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From reader reviews:

Jimmy Robertson:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Perfumed Sleeves and Tangled Hair: Body, Woman, and Desire in
Medieval Japanese Narratives. Try to face the book Perfumed Sleeves and Tangled Hair: Body, Woman, and
Desire in Medieval Japanese Narratives as your pal. It means that it can to be your friend when you really
feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in
your case. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So ,
we should make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Donald Davisson:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular book you have read
is actually Perfumed Sleeves and Tangled Hair: Body, Woman, and Desire in Medieval Japanese Narratives.

Leon Fisher:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Perfumed Sleeves
and Tangled Hair: Body, Woman, and Desire in Medieval Japanese Narratives which is finding the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Benjamin Herrera:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is written or printed or created from each source that will filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking
the Perfumed Sleeves and Tangled Hair: Body, Woman, and Desire in Medieval Japanese Narratives when
you necessary it?
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