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“I am learning the alchemy of grief—how it must be carefully measured and doled out, inflicted—but I have
not yet mastered this art,” writes Judith Ortiz Cofer in The Cruel Country. This richly textured, deeply
moving, lyrical memoir centers on Cofer’s return to her native Puerto Rico after her mother has been
diagnosed with late-stage lung cancer.

Cofer’s work has always drawn strength from her life’s contradictions and dualities, such as the necessities
and demands of both English and Spanish, her travels between and within various mainland and island
subcultures, and the challenges of being a Latina living in the U.S. South. Interlaced with these far-from-
common tensions are dualities we all share: our lives as both sacred and profane, our negotiation of both
child and adult roles, our desires to be the person who belongs and also the person who is different.

What we discover in The Cruel Country is how much Cofer has heretofore held back in her vivid and
compelling writing. This journey to her mother’s deathbed has released her to tell the truth within the truth.
She arrives at her mother’s bedside as a daughter overcome by grief, but she navigates this cruel country as a
writer—an acute observer of detail, a relentless and insistent questioner.
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From reader reviews:

Brenda Wright:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How people have to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Cruel Country book as this
book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees
there is no doubt in it as you know.

Stacey Thompson:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Cruel Country guide written by well-
known writer we are excited for well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who read the
book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate
your hunger then you still doubt The Cruel Country as good book not simply by the cover but also by
content. This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing one
more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to yet another sixth sense.

Alicia Romero:

The book untitled The Cruel Country contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains your ex
idea with easy means. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do definitely not worry, you
can easy to read it. The book was compiled by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of
literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or
product, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-
book, you can open up their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice study.

Richard Moultrie:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know that
little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually The Cruel
Country.
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