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Detailed archaeological excavations were started at sites in northern Pakistan and Afghanistan in the late-
19th century. Through these excavations, eminent archaeologists such as Aurel Stein, Alexander
Cunningham, John Marshall, J. Barthoux and Professor A.H. Dani recovered hundreds of thousands of
beautiful stone sculptures belonging to the Gandhara Civilization. In the last century or so, much has been
written about the artistic quality of these beautiful stone sculptures. But hardly anything has been written
about the Civilization itself that gave birth to these extraordinary pieces of art. In this book an effort has been
made to present Gandhara in its wider perspective, highlighting the different features of a unique civilization
in which many different races contributed and many cultures merged to bring about a major sociological
change and establish a distinct cultural identity in this region of the South Asian sub-continent. This book is
based on the author's analysis of the reports of renowned archaeologists who carried out excavations at
various sites, information gathered during the past decade through extended visits to numerous
archaeological sites associated with the lost Gandhara Civilization including those in the Taxila, Peshawar,
Charsadda, Mardan and Swat regions in Pakistan, and study of the large number of artifacts from these sites
which are on display in museums. His research reveals a great deal of continuity in the field of socio-cultural
development of the region, which is referred to in this book as Greater Gandhara, from the time it became a
part of the Achaemenid Empire in the 6th century BCE till the end of Kidara Kushan’s rule in the 5th century
CE. Further, it reveals that after the Achaemenids had established the physical and administrative
infrastructure in Greater Gandhara, the continuity in socio-cultural development in the region was
maintained mainly by the growing Buddhist population. This book illustrates the spirit of independence and
features in the character of the ancient people of the Gandhara region which facilitated the sustained progress
towards the emergence of the Gandhara Civilization. Following the invasion of Alexander the Great, his
successors had no difficulty in colonizing Bactria (Northern Afghanistan) and Sogdia (Uzbekistan), but they
could not do the same in Gandhara. Similarly the Scythians, Parthians and the Kushans ruled over the
Central Asian region as colonizers, but not so in Gandhara. Here they ruled not over the people, but with the
people. Their administration was highly de-centralized, with the locals playing a major role in the regional
administration and having a major say in the social and cultural affairs of the entire population. Finally, the
book highlights the interactive environment which prevailed in Gandhara throughout the transient and
mature phases of the Gandhara Civilization: Alexander’s companions hobnobbing with the naked fakirs of
Taxila; Menander, the great Indus-Greek ruler, finding time to engage in prolonged question-and-answer
sessions with Buddhist scholars at the monastery near Sagala (Sialkot); and the greatest of the Kushan
conquerors, Kanishka, finding pleasure in the company of local intellectuals and artists such as Asvaghosha
and Vasumitra, and presiding over the official launch of Mahayana Buddhism.
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From reader reviews:

Albert Aucoin:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling
bored faster. And you have free time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to
answer that question since just their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each
person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular The
Grandeur of Gandhara: The Ancient Buddhist Civilization of the Swat, Peshawar, Kabul and Indus Valleys
to read.

Allan Carle:

The actual book The Grandeur of Gandhara: The Ancient Buddhist Civilization of the Swat, Peshawar,
Kabul and Indus Valleys has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain.
The book was authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research before write this book.
That book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this book.

Bernard Davisson:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking The Grandeur of
Gandhara: The Ancient Buddhist Civilization of the Swat, Peshawar, Kabul and Indus Valleys that give your
satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can
be said as the opportinity for people to know world much better then how they react towards the world. It
can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who
wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, it is
possible to pick The Grandeur of Gandhara: The Ancient Buddhist Civilization of the Swat, Peshawar, Kabul
and Indus Valleys become your current starter.

Jose Johnson:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the books in the
top listing in your reading list is definitely The Grandeur of Gandhara: The Ancient Buddhist Civilization of
the Swat, Peshawar, Kabul and Indus Valleys. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get
you closer in getting precious person. By looking way up and review this e-book you can get many
advantages.
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