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In the summer of 1841, Mary Rogers disappeared without a trace from her New York City boarding house.
Three days later, her body, badly bruised and waterlogged, was found floating in the shallow waters of the
Hudson River just a few feet from the Jersey shore. Her story, parlayed into a long celebrated unsolved
mystery, became grist for penny presses, social reformers, and politicians alike, and an impetus for popular
literature, including Edgar Allen Poe's pioneering detective story "The Mystery of Marie Roget."
In The Mysterious Death of Mary Rogers, historian Amy Gilman Srebnick brilliantly recaptures the story of
Mary Rogers, showing how Rogers represented an emerging class of women who took advantage of the
greater economic and sexual opportunities available to them in urban America, and how her death became a
touchstone for the voicing of mid-nineteenth century concerns over sexual license, the changing roles of
women, law and order, and abortion. Rogers' death, first thought due to a murderous gang of rapists and later
tacitly understood to be the result of an ill-performed abortion, quickly became a source of popular
entertainment, a topic of political debate, and an inspiration to public policy. The incident and the city's
response to it provides a fascinating window into the urban culture and consciousness of the mid-1800s.
Indeed, in Rogers' name, and as a direct result of her death, two important pieces of legislation were passed
in 1845: the New York City Police Reform Act which effectively modernized the city's system of policing,
and the New York State law criminalizing abortion.
The Mysterious Death of Mary Rogers tells a story of a death, but more importantly it also tells the story of a
life--that of Mary Rogers--and of the complex urban social world of which she was a part. Like the city in
which she lived, Mary Rogers was a source of wonder, mystery, and fear, provoking desire, and inspiring
narrative.
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From reader reviews:

Samuel Hamby:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
As it is known to us that book is very important for us. The book The Mysterious Death of Mary Rogers: Sex
and Culture in Nineteenth-Century New York seemed to be making you to know about other expertise and of
course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The reserve The Mysterious Death of
Mary Rogers: Sex and Culture in Nineteenth-Century New York is not only giving you far more new
information but also for being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read
your publication. Try to make relationship using the book The Mysterious Death of Mary Rogers: Sex and
Culture in Nineteenth-Century New York. You never sense lose out for everything if you read some books.

Alma Driver:

This The Mysterious Death of Mary Rogers: Sex and Culture in Nineteenth-Century New York book is just
not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this
book is usually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper
anyone read a lot of information you will get. This kind of The Mysterious Death of Mary Rogers: Sex and
Culture in Nineteenth-Century New York without we realize teach the one who looking at it become critical
in thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The Mysterious Death of Mary Rogers: Sex and Culture
in Nineteenth-Century New York can bring any time you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even telephone. This The
Mysterious Death of Mary Rogers: Sex and Culture in Nineteenth-Century New York having fine
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Thomas Burke:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This The Mysterious Death of Mary Rogers: Sex and Culture in Nineteenth-Century
New York book is readable by means of you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here
are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to
provide to you. The writer involving The Mysterious Death of Mary Rogers: Sex and Culture in Nineteenth-
Century New York content conveys the idea easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the information but it just different such as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking The
Mysterious Death of Mary Rogers: Sex and Culture in Nineteenth-Century New York is not loveable to be
your top list reading book?

Mamie Salinas:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or
even make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul or



real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this The Mysterious Death of Mary Rogers: Sex and Culture in Nineteenth-Century New York
can make you sense more interested to read.
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