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The Civil War divided the nation, communities, and families. The town of Batesville, Arkansas, found itself
occupied three times by the Union army. This compelling book gives a unique perspective on the war’s
western edge through the diary of Mary Adelia Byers (1847–1918), who began recording her thoughts and
observations during the Union occupation of Batesville in 1862.

Only fifteen when she starts her diary, Mary is beyond her years in maturity, as revealed by her acute
observations of the world around her. At the same time, she appears very much a child of her era. Having
lost her father at a young age, she and her family depend on the financial support of her Uncle William, a
slaveowner and Confederate sympathizer. Through Mary’s eyes we are given surprising insights into local
society during a national crisis. On the one hand, we see her flirting with Confederate soldiers in the
Batesville town square and, on the other, facing the grim reality of war by “setting up” through the night with
dying soldiers. Her journal ends in March 1865, shortly before the war comes to a close.

Torn by War reveals the conflicts faced by an agricultural social elite economically dependent on slavery but
situated on the fringes of the conflict between North and South. On a more personal level, it also shows how
resilient and perceptive young people can be during times of crisis. Enhanced by extensive photographs,
maps, and informative annotation, the volume is a valuable contribution to the growing body of literature on
civilian life during the Civil War.
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From reader reviews:

Angel Garcia:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by means
of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yes,
by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is high. To suit
your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Torn by War: The Civil War Journal
of Mary Adelia Byers book as basic and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more
than just a book.

Marquita Oswald:

This book untitled Torn by War: The Civil War Journal of Mary Adelia Byers to be one of several books that
will best seller in this year, this is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You
will easily to buy this specific book in the book shop or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason to you to past this e-book from your list.

James Peterson:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want
to consider look for book, may be the book untitled Torn by War: The Civil War Journal of Mary Adelia
Byers can be great book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Danny Saleem:

You can obtain this Torn by War: The Civil War Journal of Mary Adelia Byers by visit the bookstore or
Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties to your
knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but also can you enjoy
this book by simply e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to
choose appropriate ways for you.
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