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The Young Lords were one of the most provocative and controversial organizations to arise during the
tumult of the late 1960s. Inspired by the wave of protest movements sweeping the country, and the world, as
well as organizations like the Black Panthers, the Brown Berets, and the American Indian Movement, the
Young Lords became the most respected and powerful voice of Puerto Rican empowerment in the country.

In 1968 Miguel "Mickey" Melendez was a college student, developing pride in his unique cultural identity as
Cuban and Puerto Rican, while growing increasingly aware of the lack of quality health care, education, and
housing—not to mention respect—his people endured for the sake of the American Dream. He was not
alone. Bringing together other like-minded Latino student activists, like Juan Gonzalez, Felipe Luciano,
David Perez, and Pablo "Yoruba" Guzman, Melendez helped to form the central committee of what would
become the New York branch of the Young Lords.

Over the course of the next three years, the Young Lords were a force to be reckoned with. From their
storefront offices in East Harlem, they defiantly took back the streets of El Barrio. In addition to running
clothing drives, day-care centers, and free breakfast and health programs, the Young Lords became known
for their bold radical actions, like the takeovers of the First People's Church and Lincoln Hospital. Front-
page news, they forced the city to take notice of their demands for social and political justice and make
drastic policy changes.

Melendez was part of it all, and describes the idealism, anger, and vitality of the Lords with the unsparing
eye of an insider. For the first time, he reveals the extent of the clandestine military branch of the
organization and his role coordinating and arming the underground.

The fall of the Young Lords was as swift and as public as their rise. Fractured by internal ideological
differences and plagued by infiltrators, the Young Lords imploded in 1972. The underground was disbanded
and for many, like Melendez, the group they had dedicated their lives to vanished—but not its mission.
Many former Young Lords continue to fight for Latino rights, including Melendez, who in 1977 led a
takeover of the Statue of Liberty to dramatize the plight of Puerto Rican nationalists languishing in prison
and continues to fight for peace in Vieques.

0Although they were active for only a brief period of time, the legacy of the Young Lords—their urban
guerilla, media-saavy tactics, as well as their message of popular power and liberation, civil rights, and
ethnic equity—is lasting. We Took the Streets is one man's passionate and inspiring story of the Puerto Rican
struggle for equality, civil rights, and independence.
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From reader reviews:

Carrie Wakefield:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can
add your knowledge by the guide entitled We Took the Streets: Fighting for Latino Rights with the Young
Lords. Try to the actual book We Took the Streets: Fighting for Latino Rights with the Young Lords as your
pal. It means that it can to become your friend when you experience alone and beside those of course make
you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you considerably more
confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we need to make new experience along with
knowledge with this book.

James Thrasher:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what
kind of book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly
feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual We Took
the Streets: Fighting for Latino Rights with the Young Lords is kind of publication which is giving the reader
unforeseen experience.

Theo Garcia:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need more time
to be go through. We Took the Streets: Fighting for Latino Rights with the Young Lords can be your answer
because it can be read by a person who have those short extra time problems.

Lila Costillo:

Beside this We Took the Streets: Fighting for Latino Rights with the Young Lords in your phone, it might
give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you are
going to got here is fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people live in
narrow town. It is good thing to have We Took the Streets: Fighting for Latino Rights with the Young Lords
because this book offers to you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what
it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book and read it
from right now!
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