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Challenges traditional views of the Qin dynasty as an oppressive regime by revealing cooperative aspects of
its governance.

This revealing book challenges longstanding notions of the Qin dynasty, China’s first imperial dynasty
(221–206 BCE). The received history of the Qin dynasty and its founder is one of cruel tyranny with rule
through fear and coercion. Using a wealth of new information afforded by the expansion of Chinese
archaeology in recent decades as well as traditional historical sources, Charles Sanft concentrates on
cooperative aspects of early imperial government, especially on the communication necessary for
government. Sanft suggests that the Qin authorities sought cooperation from the populace with a publicity
campaign in a wide variety of media—from bronze and stone inscriptions to roads to the bureaucracy. The
book integrates theory from anthropology and economics with early Chinese philosophy and argues that
modern social science and ancient thought agree that cooperation is necessary for all human societies.

“Students of early China have been following the publications of Charles Sanft for nearly a decade and will
now welcome his first book … [a] strong and useful monograph … After reading Communication and
Cooperation in Early Imperial China, no historian could reasonably deny that the Qin government adopted a
range of sophisticated techniques to encourage the people’s compliance, and our understanding is richer for
it.” — Journal of Chinese Studies

“…Charles Sanft proposes a sophisticated reinterpretation of Qin imperial history and political symbolism by
looking beyond the immediate pragmatic effects of political measures in order to probe their wider
communicative purposes … He doubtless succeeds admirably in his declared aim to undermine the
traditional picture of senseless Qin barbarity by offering a way of viewing Qin activities that makes them
intelligible instead … Sanft succeeds in an exemplary fashion at utilizing both new evidence and novel
approaches. He deserves to be congratulated on both accounts.” — Chinet

Charles Sanft is Assistant Professor of Premodern Chinese History at the University of Tennessee,
Knoxville.
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From reader reviews:

Neil Turner:

The book Communication and Cooperation in Early Imperial China: Publicizing the Qin Dynasty (SUNY
series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can
use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting pressure or
having big problem along with your subject. If you can make examining a book Communication and
Cooperation in Early Imperial China: Publicizing the Qin Dynasty (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and
Culture) to become your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own personal capable,
increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like wide open
and read a book Communication and Cooperation in Early Imperial China: Publicizing the Qin Dynasty
(SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book
or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

John Bennett:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or details even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This Communication and
Cooperation in Early Imperial China: Publicizing the Qin Dynasty (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and
Culture) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you
want and need in this era.

Adrian White:

The book Communication and Cooperation in Early Imperial China: Publicizing the Qin Dynasty (SUNY
series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) will bring someone to the new experience of reading some sort of
book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to study, this
book very appropriate to you. The book Communication and Cooperation in Early Imperial China:
Publicizing the Qin Dynasty (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) is much recommended to you
to learn. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Frank Arnett:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's



country. Therefore this Communication and Cooperation in Early Imperial China: Publicizing the Qin
Dynasty (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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