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A revealing look at the representations of women in Victorian fiction Tracing the Victorian crisis over the
representation of working-class women to the 1842 Parliamentary bluebook on mines with its controversial
images of women at work, Hidden Hands argues that the female industrial worker became even more
dangerous to represent than the prostitute or the male radical because it exposed crucial contradictions
between the class and gender ideologies of the period and its economic realities. Drawing on the recent work
of feminist historians, Patricia Johnson lays the groundwork for a rein terpretation of Victorian social-
problem fiction that highlights its treatment of issues that particularly affected working-class women: sexual
harassment; the interconnections between domestic ideology and domestic violence; their relationships to
male-dominated working-class movements such as Luddism, Chartism, and unionism; and their troubled
connection to middle-class feminism. Uncovering a series of images in Victorian fiction, ranging from hot-
tempered servants and sexually-harassed factory girls to working-class homemakers pictured as beaten dogs,
Hidden Hands demonstrates that representations of working-class women, however marginalized or
incoherent, reveal the very contradictions they are constructed to hide and that the dynamics of these
representations have broad implications both for other groups, such as middle-class women, and for the
emergence of working-class women as writers themselves.
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From reader reviews:

Christine Frazier:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed Hidden Hands: Working-
Class Women & Victorian Social-Problem Fiction? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You already
know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree
with it is opinion or you have various other opinion?

Maryann Carson:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Hidden Hands: Working-Class
Women & Victorian Social-Problem Fiction is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Andrew Spivey:

Typically the book Hidden Hands: Working-Class Women & Victorian Social-Problem Fiction will bring
one to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. When you
try to find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Hidden Hands: Working-
Class Women & Victorian Social-Problem Fiction is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the
e-book from official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Gertrude Hoskins:

The book untitled Hidden Hands: Working-Class Women & Victorian Social-Problem Fiction contain a lot
of information on it. The writer explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published
by famous author. The author provides you in the new age of literary works. You can actually read this book
because you can please read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site and order it. Have
a nice read.
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