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The telegraph and the telephone were the first electrical communications networks to become hallmarks of
modernity. Yet they were not initially expected to achieve universal accessibility. In this pioneering history
of their evolution, Richard R. John demonstrates how access to these networks was determined not only by
technological imperatives and economic incentives but also by political decision making at the federal, state,
and municipal levels. In the decades between the Civil War and the First World War, Western Union and the
Bell System emerged as the dominant providers for the telegraph and telephone. Both operated networks that
were products not only of technology and economics but also of a distinctive political economy. Western
Union arose in an antimonopolistic political economy that glorified equal rights and vilified special privilege.
The Bell System flourished in a progressive political economy that idealized public utility and disparaged
unnecessary waste. The popularization of the telegraph and the telephone was opposed by business lobbies
that were intent on perpetuating specialty services. In fact, it wasn’t until 1900 that the civic ideal of mass
access trumped the elitist ideal of exclusivity in shaping the commercialization of the telephone. The
telegraph did not become widely accessible until 1910, sixty-five years after the first fee-for-service
telegraph line opened in 1845.

Network Nation places the history of telecommunications within the broader context of American politics,
business, and discourse. This engrossing and provocative book persuades us of the critical role of political
economy in the development of new technologies and their implementation.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Parker:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Network Nation.

Mary Salas:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Network Nation. You can choose the best book if you
love reading a book. Providing we know about how is important the book Network Nation. You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from
book you can know everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple point until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can open a book or
searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored to go to the library.
Let's learn.

Raymond Littlefield:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can
easily share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader
with their story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write
about advantage about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days
always try to improve their talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book.
One of them is this Network Nation.

David Gaiter:

This Network Nation is new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information mainly because it
relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who
still having bit of digest in reading this Network Nation can be the light food for yourself because the
information inside that book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is
reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in publication form make them
feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a publication especially this
one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book
sort for your better life and knowledge.
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