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Hannah Arendt's rich and varied political thought is more influential today than ever before, due in part to
the collapse of communism and the need for ideas that move beyond the old ideologies of the Cold War. As
Dana Villa shows, however, Arendt's thought is often poorly understood, both because of its complexity and
because her fame has made it easy for critics to write about what she is reputed to have said rather than what
she actually wrote. Villa sets out to change that here, explaining clearly, carefully, and forcefully Arendt's
major contributions to our understanding of politics, modernity, and the nature of political evil in our
century.

Villa begins by focusing on some of the most controversial aspects of Arendt's political thought. He shows
that Arendt's famous idea of the banality of evil--inspired by the trial of Adolf Eichmann--does not, as some
have maintained, lessen the guilt of war criminals by suggesting that they are mere cogs in a bureaucratic
machine. He examines what she meant when she wrote that terror was the essence of totalitarianism,
explaining that she believed Nazi and Soviet terror served above all to reinforce the totalitarian idea that
humans are expendable units, subordinate to the all-determining laws of Nature or History. Villa clarifies the
personal and philosophical relationship between Arendt and Heidegger, showing how her work drew on his
thought while providing a firm repudiation of Heidegger's political idiocy under the Nazis. Less
controversially, but as importantly, Villa also engages with Arendt's ideas about the relationship between
political thought and political action. He explores her views about the roles of theatricality, philosophical
reflection, and public-spiritedness in political life. And he explores what relationship, if any, Arendt saw
between totalitarianism and the "great tradition" of Western political thought. Throughout, Villa shows how
Arendt's ideas illuminate contemporary debates about the nature of modernity and democracy and how they
deepen our understanding of philosophers ranging from Socrates and Plato to Habermas and Leo Strauss.

Direct, lucid, and powerfully argued, this is a much-needed analysis of the central ideas of one of the most
influential political theorists of the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Angie Dean:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this Politics, Philosophy, Terror book
since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred percent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Vernie Ruiz:

The feeling that you get from Politics, Philosophy, Terror is a more deep you rooting the information that
hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
recognise but Politics, Philosophy, Terror giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys
their point in specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who read it because the author of this
book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well.
Therefore it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
suggest you for having that Politics, Philosophy, Terror instantly.

Ruth Michel:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject Politics, Philosophy,
Terror suitable to you? The particular book was written by renowned writer in this era. Typically the book
untitled Politics, Philosophy, Terroris the one of several books that everyone read now. That book was
inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimensions
that you ever know prior to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, so all of people can easily
to comprehend the core of this publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this world
now. So you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Mark Johnson:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but novel and Politics, Philosophy, Terror or even others sources were
given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel need to read more and more.
Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those publications are helping
them to put their knowledge. In various other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Politics,
Philosophy, Terror to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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