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The originators of classical political economy—Adam Smith, David Ricardo, James Steuart, and
others—created a discourse that explained the logic, the origin, and, in many respects, the essential rightness
of capitalism. But, in the great texts of that discourse, these writers downplayed a crucial requirement for
capitalism’s creation: For it to succeed, peasants would have to abandon their self-sufficient lifestyle and go
to work for wages in a factory. Why would they willingly do this?
Clearly, they did not go willingly. As Michael Perelman shows, they were forced into the factories with the
active support of the same economists who were making theoretical claims for capitalism as a self-correcting
mechanism that thrived without needing government intervention. Directly contradicting the laissez-faire
principles they claimed to espouse, these men advocated government policies that deprived the peasantry of
the means for self-provision in order to coerce these small farmers into wage labor. To show how Adam
Smith and the other classical economists appear to have deliberately obscured the nature of the control of
labor and how policies attacking the economic independence of the rural peasantry were essentially
conceived to foster primitive accumulation, Perelman examines diaries, letters, and the more practical
writings of the classical economists. He argues that these private and practical writings reveal the real
intentions and goals of classical political economy—to separate a rural peasantry from their access to land.
This rereading of the history of classical political economy sheds important light on the rise of capitalism to
its present state of world dominance. Historians of political economy and Marxist thought will find that this
book broadens their understanding of how capitalism took hold in the industrial age.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Stampley:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Invention of
Capitalism: Classical Political Economy and the Secret History of Primitive Accumulation. All type of book
would you see on many methods. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Geraldine Louis:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline The Invention of
Capitalism: Classical Political Economy and the Secret History of Primitive Accumulation suitable to you?
The actual book was written by famous writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Invention of
Capitalism: Classical Political Economy and the Secret History of Primitive Accumulationis the one of
several books this everyone read now. That book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read
this book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know prior to. The author explained their concept
in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this publication. This book will
give you a lot of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world with this
book.

Jackie Peters:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or all
their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday.
The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to attempt look for
book, may be the publication untitled The Invention of Capitalism: Classical Political Economy and the
Secret History of Primitive Accumulation can be great book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Deidra Hird:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside appear likes.
Maybe you answer could be The Invention of Capitalism: Classical Political Economy and the Secret History
of Primitive Accumulation why because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover.
Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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