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In this lively and provocative book, Michael Coogan guides readers into the ancient past to examine the
iconic Ten Commandments, also known as the Decalogue. How, among all the laws reportedly given on
Mount Sinai, did the Ten Commandments become the Ten Commandments? When did that happen? There
are several versions of the Decalogue in the Old Testament, so how have different groups determined which
is the most authoritative? Why were different versions created?
 
Coogan discusses the meanings the Ten Commandments had for audiences in biblical times and observes
that the form of the ten proscriptions and prohibitions was not fixed—as one would expect since they were
purported to have come directly from God—nor were the Commandments always strictly observed. In later
times as well, Jews and especially Christians ignored and even rejected some of the prohibitions, although
the New Testament clearly acknowledges the special status of the Ten Commandments. Today it is plain that
some of the values enshrined in the Decalogue are no longer defensible, such as the ownership of slaves and
the labeling of women as men’s property. Yet in line with biblical precedents, the author concludes that
while a literal observance of the Ten Commandments is misguided, some of their underlying ideals remain
valid in a modern context.
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From reader reviews:

Gerardo Whittaker:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for people. The book The Ten Commandments: A Short History of
an Ancient Text has been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The e-book The Ten Commandments: A Short History of an
Ancient Text is not only giving you much more new information but also being your friend when you sense
bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship together with the
book The Ten Commandments: A Short History of an Ancient Text. You never really feel lose out for
everything in the event you read some books.

Maria Hernandez:

This The Ten Commandments: A Short History of an Ancient Text are reliable for you who want to certainly
be a successful person, why. The main reason of this The Ten Commandments: A Short History of an
Ancient Text can be one of many great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple
studying food but feed a person with information that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This book
is handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside
that this The Ten Commandments: A Short History of an Ancient Text forcing you to have an enormous of
experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day
task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Junior Price:

The book untitled The Ten Commandments: A Short History of an Ancient Text contain a lot of information
on it. The writer explains the girl idea with easy method. The language is very simple to implement all the
people, so do not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published by famous author. The author
brings you in the new time of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read on your
smart phone, or device, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the
e-book, you can open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice go through.

Brian Rocha:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you
also know that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra The Ten
Commandments: A Short History of an Ancient Text.
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