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Hava Shapiro is among the nearly forgotten Jewish women writers who sought acceptance in Jewish literary
circles of the last century. Born in Slavuta (modern-day Ukraine) in 1878, she published works of fiction,
memoir, literary criticism, and journalism, including a volume of short fiction and a scholarly monograph on
the Czech leader Masaryk. Her handwritten diary—the first known diary to be kept by a woman in
Hebrew—evokes not only the momentous events of her day but also the experiences of women like herself
who failed to follow the dictates of Jewish tradition and aspired to roles beyond those of wife and mother.

In “To Tread New Ground”: Selected Writings of Hava Shapiro, editors and translators Carole B. Balin and
Wendy I. Zierler present an English anthology of Shapiro’s late-nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century
Hebrew writings. The selection culls from her short fiction, feminist literary criticism, reportage and literary
essays, as well as her diary and hundreds of letters. Shapiro chronicled, publicly and privately, such
cataclysmic events as the Russian Revolution and both World Wars in addition to critical episodes in the
Jewish past, including pogroms, mass migration, ruptures in traditional Jewish life, and the development of
Zionism. A list of Shapiro’s intimates, whom she describes in both her diary and published reminiscences,
reads like a “who’s who” of the Russian Haskalah, including Y. L. Peretz, Reuven Brainin, David
Frischmann, Nahum Sokolov, Micha Yosef Berdischevsky, and Hayim Nahman Bialik. To further
contextualize Shapiro’s writings, Balin and Zierler include a thorough introduction and translations of
critical essays about Shapiro.

Balin and Zierler’s Hebrew edition of Shapiro’s writing, Behikansi atah, which was published in Israel in
2008, brought the first broad attention and readership to Shapiro’s remarkable biography and writings. The
translations in “To Tread New Ground,” which include previously uncollected materials, will be welcomed
by English-speaking readers interested in Hebrew literature, East European Jewish history, and gender
studies.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Haag:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading whatever
they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like studying a book?
Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well, probably
you will require this "To Tread on New Ground": Selected Hebrew Writings of Hava Shapiro.

Curtis Graham:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need
more time to be learn. "To Tread on New Ground": Selected Hebrew Writings of Hava Shapiro can be your
answer given it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.

Linda Griffin:

You can spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This "To Tread on New Ground": Selected
Hebrew Writings of Hava Shapiro is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train as well as
soon. If you did not include much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is
make you quicker to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

India Oakley:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is
named of book "To Tread on New Ground": Selected Hebrew Writings of Hava Shapiro. You can contribute
your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier
to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination to other
place.
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