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The legendary Akiva ben Yosef has fascinated Jews for centuries. Arguably the most important of the
Tannaim, or early Jewish sages, Akiva lived during a crucial era in the development of Judaism as we know
it today, and his theology played a major part in the development of Rabbinic Judaism. Reuven Hammer
details Akiva’s life as it led to a martyr’s death and he delves into the rich legacy Akiva left us.

That legacy played an extraordinarily important role in helping the Jewish people survive difficult challenges
to forge a vibrant religious life anew, and it continues to influence Jewish law, ethics, and theology even
today. Akiva’s contribution to the development of Oral Torah cannot be overestimated, and in this first book
written in English about the sage since 1936 Hammer reassesses Akiva’s role from the period before the
destruction of the Temple in 70 CE until the Bar Kokhba revolt in 135 CE. He also assesses new findings
about the growth of early Judaism, the reasons why Akiva was so outspoken about “Christian Jews,” the
influence of Hellenism, the Septuagint, and the canonization of the Hebrew Bible. Ultimately Hammer
shows that Judaism without Akiva would be a very different religion.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Spivey:

This Akiva: Life, Legend, Legacy tend to be reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person,
why. The reason of this Akiva: Life, Legend, Legacy can be one of several great books you must have is
usually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually with information that might be
will shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and
whenever your conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Akiva: Life, Legend, Legacy giving
you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it
useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Pedro Murray:

Akiva: Life, Legend, Legacy can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We all recommend that
straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort that will put
every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Akiva: Life, Legend, Legacy nevertheless doesn't forget the
main point, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one
of it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

Elizabeth Johannes:

This Akiva: Life, Legend, Legacy is great publication for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who else always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This kind
of book reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can declare no rambling sentences within it.
So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight
forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Akiva: Life,
Legend, Legacy in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can
say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen second right but this publication already do that.
So , this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?

Nancy Landry:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Akiva: Life, Legend, Legacy can be
the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your spare time by
reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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