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"What has cast such a shadow upon you?"
"The Negro."

With its intense mix of mystery, adventure, and a surprise ending, Benito Cereno at first seems merely a
provocative example from the genre Herman Melville created with his early best-selling novels of the sea.
However, most Melville scholars consider it his most sophisticated work, and many, such as novelist Ralph
Ellison, have hailed it as the most piercing look at slavery in all of American literature.

Based on a real life incident—the character names remain unchanged—Benito Cereno tells what happens
when an American merchant ship comes upon a mysterious Spanish ship where the nearly all-black crew and
their white captain are starving and yet hostile to offers of help. Melville's most focused political work, it is
rife with allusions (a ship named after Santo Domingo, site of the slave revolt led by Toussaint L'Ouverture),
analogies (does the good-hearted yet obtuse American captain refer to the American character itself?), and
mirroring images that deepen our reflections on human oppression and its resultant depravities.

It is, in short, a multi-layered masterpiece that rewards repeated readings, and deepens our appreciation of
Melville's genius.

The Art of The Novella Series

Too short to be a novel, too long to be a short story, the novella is generally unrecognized by academics and
publishers. Nonetheless, it is a form beloved and practiced by literature's greatest writers. In the Art Of The
Novella series, Melville House celebrates this renegade art form and its practitioners with titles that are, in
many instances, presented in book form for the first time.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

William Mayer:

The book Benito Cereno (The Art of the Novella) can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book Benito Cereno (The
Art of the Novella)? A number of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim this book can
give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or
data that you take for that, you can give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Benito Cereno (The
Art of the Novella) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can
seem the enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Jon Gonzalez:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride
on and with addition info. Even you love Benito Cereno (The Art of the Novella), you can enjoy both. It is
excellent combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its
mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Emery Flores:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the very best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching
from it. It is known as of book Benito Cereno (The Art of the Novella). You'll be able to your knowledge by
it. Without causing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most
essential that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.

Gerald Wright:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news. Within this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in search of
the Benito Cereno (The Art of the Novella) when you required it?
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