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Mary Kaldor's New and Old Wars has fundamentally changed the way both scholars and policy-makers
understand contemporary war and conflict. In the context of globalization, this path-breaking book has
shown that what we think of as war - that is to say, war between states in which the aim is to inflict
maximum violence - is becoming an anachronism. In its place is a new type of organized violence or 'new
wars', which could be described as a mixture of war, organized crime and massive violations of human
rights. The actors are both global and local, public and private. The wars are fought for particularistic
political goals using tactics of terror and destabilization that are theoretically outlawed by the rules of
modern warfare.

Kaldor's analysis offers a basis for a cosmopolitan political response to these wars, in which the monopoly of
legitimate organized violence is reconstructed on a transnational basis and international peacekeeping is
reconceptualized as cosmopolitan law enforcement. This approach also has implications for the
reconstruction of civil society, political institutions, and economic and social relations.

This third edition has been fully revised and updated. Kaldor has added an afterword answering the critics of
the New Wars argument and, in a new chapter, Kaldor shows how old war thinking in Afghanistan and Iraq
greatly exacerbated what turned out to be, in many ways, archetypal new wars - characterised by identity
politics, a criminalised war economy and civilians as the main victims.

Like its predecessors, the third edition of New and Old Wars will be essential reading for students of
international relations, politics and conflict studies as well as to all those interested in the changing nature
and prospect of warfare.
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From reader reviews:

Calvin Lee:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject New and
Old Wars: Organised Violence in a Global Era suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-known
writer in this era. Typically the book untitled New and Old Wars: Organised Violence in a Global Erais one
of several books which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a number of people in the world.
When you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know prior to. The author
explained their concept in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this e-
book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world with this book.

Amanda Doss:

The particular book New and Old Wars: Organised Violence in a Global Era has a lot info on it. So when
you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous
author. The author makes some research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you can find
the point easily after looking over this book.

Ralph Wood:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more special than other. Do
you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many books in
the top record in your reading list will be New and Old Wars: Organised Violence in a Global Era. This book
which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking
upwards and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Elizabeth McNeal:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of book
New and Old Wars: Organised Violence in a Global Era. You can include your knowledge by it. Without
making the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most crucial that,
you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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