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Spanish soccer is on top of the world, at international and club level, with the best teams and a seemingly
endless supply of exciting and stylish players. While the Spanish economy struggles, its soccer flourishes,
deeply embedded throughout Spanish social and cultural life. But the relationship between soccer, culture
and national identity in Spain is complex. This fascinating, in-depth study shines new light on Spanish soccer
by examining the role this sport plays in Basque identity, consolidated in Athletic Club of Bilbao, the
century-old soccer club located in the birthplace of Basque nationalism.

Athletic Bilbao has a unique player recruitment policy, allowing only Basque-born players or those
developed at the youth academies of Basque clubs to play for the team, a policy that rejects the
internationalism of contemporary globalised soccer. Despite this, the club has never been relegated from the
top division of Spanish football. A particularly tight bond exists between fans, their club and the players,
with Athletic representing a beacon of Basque national identity. This book is an ethnography of a soccer
culture where origins, nationalism, gender relations, power and passion, lifecycle events and death rituals
gain new meanings as they become, below and beyond the playing field, a matter of creative contention and
communal affirmation.

Based on unique, in-depth ethnographic research, this book investigates how a soccer club and soccer
fandom affect the life of a community, interweaving empirical research material with key contemporary
themes in the social sciences, and placing the study in the wider context of Spanish political and sporting
cultures. Filling a key gap in the literature on contemporary Spain, and on wider soccer cultures, this book is
fascinating reading for anybody with an interest in sport, anthropology, sociology, political science, or
cultural and gender studies.
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From reader reviews:

Tony Edwin:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Soccer, Culture and Society in
Spain: An Ethnography of Basque Fandom (Routledge Critical Studies in Sport) is our recommendation to
help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Jacqueline Gore:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Soccer, Culture and Society in Spain: An
Ethnography of Basque Fandom (Routledge Critical Studies in Sport) book because this book offers you rich
information and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you
may already know.

Arthur McLaurin:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book you have read is
Soccer, Culture and Society in Spain: An Ethnography of Basque Fandom (Routledge Critical Studies in
Sport).

Teresita Donahue:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real their
hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but nothing
reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Soccer, Culture and Society in Spain: An Ethnography of Basque Fandom
(Routledge Critical Studies in Sport) can make you experience more interested to read.
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