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Coined in 1902, the term "standard of living" grew popular in early twentieth-century America. Though its
exact definition remained ambiguous, it most often reflected the middle class and material comfort. The term
was not a precise measure of how people lived. Instead, it embodied the ideal of how middle-class
Americans wanted to live. With increasing wages and the mass production of consumer goods, the standard
of living became an important expression of the shared national culture that emerged in the Gilded Age and
Progressive Era. But what material and social components constituted this standard? Who decided what they
were and how they were to be promoted?

In Standard of Living, Marina Moskowitz explores these questions, focusing on the relationship between
middle-class identity and material culture through four case studies. In one, she examines the incorporation
of silverplate flatware into the daily rituals of American life. Mass production made this former luxury item
affordable, while advertising, etiquette books, and home advice columns stressed its value as a family
heirloom and confirmed its place in the middle-class dining room. Moskowitz then turns her attention to the
bathroom and the proliferation of indoor sanitation, bathroom fixtures, and a hygiene industry equally
interested in profits and public health. Home ownership contributed an essential element of this standard, and
Moskowitz next charts the mail-order home industry, which sold not just kit houses but also the very idea of
owning a home. Concluding with a look at zoning and urban planning as a means of fostering and protecting
the standard of living for whole communities, this book offers important evidence of and fresh insights into
the history of the American middle class.
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Ortiz:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you will require this Standard of Living: The Measure of the Middle Class in Modern
America.

Jonathan Garcia:

Here thing why this Standard of Living: The Measure of the Middle Class in Modern America are different
and trusted to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it really depends in the content of it which is
the content is as delicious as food or not. Standard of Living: The Measure of the Middle Class in Modern
America giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is
no book that similar with Standard of Living: The Measure of the Middle Class in Modern America. It gives
you thrill reading journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is
perhaps can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even
in your approach home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the
form of Standard of Living: The Measure of the Middle Class in Modern America in e-book can be your
alternate.

Charles Montiel:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read is usually Standard of Living: The Measure of the Middle Class in Modern America.

Kelly Jackson:

This Standard of Living: The Measure of the Middle Class in Modern America is brand new way for you
who has fascination to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting
deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little digest in reading
this Standard of Living: The Measure of the Middle Class in Modern America can be the light food in your
case because the information inside this specific book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books build
itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that



in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in
reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an
individual. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and also knowledge.
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