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The Louvre, the Place Royale (now the Place des Vosges), the Place and rue Dauphine, the Pont Neuf, and
the Hôpital Saint Louis were part of a building program initiated by Henri IV that would be unmatched in
Paris for more than two centuries. Drawing on previously untapped notarial archives in Paris's Minutier
central, Hilary Ballon provides a rich and original account of the crucial period between 1605 and 1610
when Paris was transformed from a medieval city decimated by war and neglect into a modern capital.

Ballon takes up each of the major building projects, showing how Henri IV's vision of Paris was translated
into brick and stone. She relates the monarch's urbanism to his broader policy objectives: promoting
domestic manufacturing, linking the court and commerce, and establishing Paris as the focal point of a
unified French state.

Ballon reveals that such works as the Place Royale, the first planned square in Paris, and the Hôpital Saint
Louis, built to protect the city from the destabilizing effects of the plague, were the result of an interactive
process between architectural form, social forces, and political vision rather than reproductions of an
unyielding royal idea. Setting aside the traditional view of the monarch's urbanism as self-glorification, of
his monuments and squares as static icons, she sees the buildings in the context of Parisian life, from their
designs through construction to their use.

Ballon then shifts from a focus on the monuments to representations of Henri IV's Paris in maps, city views,
and history books. She argues that the king's building program and centralizing policies initiated the
development in France of a variety of topographical arts: among these Jacques Du Breul's 1612 history of
Paris was the first to impose the city's topography as its organizing principle.
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From reader reviews:

Cornelius Callaghan:

The particular book The Paris of Henry IV: Architecture and Urbanism has a lot info on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very famous author. The author
makes some research before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you may get the point
easily after perusing this book.

Geraldine Noll:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
heart or real their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for
you. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Paris of Henry IV: Architecture and Urbanism can
make you truly feel more interested to read.

Jodi Dauphin:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen require book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. From the book
The Paris of Henry IV: Architecture and Urbanism we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to be creative
people? To be creative person must choose to read a book. Just choose the best book that suitable with your
aim. Don't become doubt to change your life by this book The Paris of Henry IV: Architecture and
Urbanism. You can more attractive than now.

Nancy Sherman:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. In this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the The
Paris of Henry IV: Architecture and Urbanism when you desired it?
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