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In the aftermath of World War II and the Holocaust, West German industrialists faced a major crisis in their
public image. With mounting revelations about the use of forced and slave labor, the "Aryanization" of
Jewish property, and corporate profiteering under National Socialism, industrialists emerged from the war
with their national and international reputations in tatters.

In this groundbreaking study, Jonathan Wiesen explores how West German business leaders remade and
marketed their public image between 1945 and 1955. He challenges assumptions that West Germans--and
industrialists in particular--were silent about the recent past during the years of denazification and
reconstruction. Drawing on sources that include private correspondence, popular literature, and a wealth of
unpublished materials from corporate archives, Wiesen reveals how German business leaders attempted to
absolve themselves of responsibility for Nazi crimes while recasting themselves as socially and culturally
engaged public figures. Through case studies of individual firms such as Siemens and Krupp, Wiesen depicts
corporate publicity as a telling example of postwar selective memory.

In his introduction and conclusion, Wiesen considers the recent establishment of a multibillion dollar fund to
provide financial compensation to the victims of industrial exploitation during World War II. This
acknowledgment by German industry of its ongoing responsibility for its past crimes underscores the
contemporary relevance of Wiesen's study.
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From reader reviews:

Ella Butler:

This West German Industry and the Challenge of the Nazi Past, 1945-1955 tend to be reliable for you who
want to certainly be a successful person, why. The explanation of this West German Industry and the
Challenge of the Nazi Past, 1945-1955 can be on the list of great books you must have is usually giving you
more than just simple reading through food but feed you actually with information that probably will shock
your earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this West German Industry and the Challenge of the
Nazi Past, 1945-1955 giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical
thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Ernest Keeler:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept West German
Industry and the Challenge of the Nazi Past, 1945-1955 suitable to you? Typically the book was written by
well-known writer in this era. The actual book untitled West German Industry and the Challenge of the Nazi
Past, 1945-1955is one of several books that everyone read now. This book was inspired many men and
women in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimension that you ever know
previous to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to be
aware of the core of this e-book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now.
To help you see the represented of the world within this book.

Noah Giles:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you have when the
spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you have read
is West German Industry and the Challenge of the Nazi Past, 1945-1955.

James Drake:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and West German Industry and the
Challenge of the Nazi Past, 1945-1955 or others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how
the fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In some other
case, beside science reserve, any other book likes West German Industry and the Challenge of the Nazi Past,



1945-1955 to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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