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A Surprising Source of Information About a Largely Forgotten Segment of the Colonial Population

In an age when individuals could be owned by others, people were lost and found just like other property.
Indentured servants and slaves absconded from the custody of their masters, and their value prompted the
masters to seek their return. Wives ran from abusive husbands or into the arms of another. Newspapers in the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries carried large numbers of advertisements offering rewards for the return
of runaways or announcing the detention of fugitives. Each ad provided a description of the individual and
often included some circumstances of their elopement. The overall effectiveness of these advertisements
cannot be measured, but the sheer number of ads suggests they were perceived as useful tools by those who
placed them. What could not have been known at the time was the substantial contribution to history that
these ads make. The descriptive advertisements provide textual snapshots of thousands of individuals who
would otherwise be lost to history, people whose names might not otherwise be recorded. In Wives, Slaves,
and Servant Girls: Advertisements for Female Runaways in American Newspapers, 1770–1783, historian
Don N. Hagist focuses on the American Revolutionary period to provide a striking portrait of a substantial
but largely forgotten segment of the population. Comprised of four hundred advertisements presented
chronologically, the volume provides invaluable descriptions of women’s clothes, footwear, jewelry,
physical appearances, education, nationalities, occupations, and other details.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Gunter:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is high. For
you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific Wives, Slaves, and Servant
Girls: Advertisements for Female Runaways in American Newspapers, 1770–1783 book as nice and daily
reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Irene Allen:

The knowledge that you get from Wives, Slaves, and Servant Girls: Advertisements for Female Runaways in
American Newspapers, 1770–1783 is the more deep you looking the information that hide in the words the
more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Wives,
Slaves, and Servant Girls: Advertisements for Female Runaways in American Newspapers, 1770–1783
giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be
understood through anyone who read it because the author of this book is well-known enough. This specific
book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this specific Wives,
Slaves, and Servant Girls: Advertisements for Female Runaways in American Newspapers, 1770–1783
instantly.

Scott Bush:

The book untitled Wives, Slaves, and Servant Girls: Advertisements for Female Runaways in American
Newspapers, 1770–1783 contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains your girlfriend idea
with easy approach. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not necessarily worry,
you can easy to read that. The book was written by famous author. The author provides you in the new era of
literary works. You can easily read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or gadget, so
you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official
web-site as well as order it. Have a nice examine.

Elisa Dumont:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes reading, not
only science book but additionally novel and Wives, Slaves, and Servant Girls: Advertisements for Female
Runaways in American Newspapers, 1770–1783 or others sources were given expertise for you. After you
know how the good a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science reserve was created for



teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In
different case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Wives, Slaves, and Servant Girls: Advertisements
for Female Runaways in American Newspapers, 1770–1783 to make your spare time considerably more
colorful. Many types of book like this.
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