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"Why was Banaras such a mystery to me when I arrived in 1981? Was it ironically because I was an Indian
and expected to have a privileged insight into it?"

In this unusually personal, evocative account of her fieldwork experiences, Kumar tackles the dilemma of
how a Western-trained Indian intellectual adapts to the field and builds deeply affecting relationships with
strangers. She discloses what it is like to be a native researching her own culture, offering her fieldwork
memoirs in all their spontaneity and candor.

We see Banaras through her eyes when she first arrives: throngs of people, cramped and dark lodgings,
unappetizing food, mischievous monkeys, and almost overwhelming filth. But as she establishes friendships,
we are treated to her discoveries not only about the city and its people, but also about her place in this
society.

The familiar problems that face most anthropologists conducting fieldwork—of Self versus Other,
objectivity versus bias, familiar circumstances versus new and dismaying ones—are given a surprising and
complex dimension. Through a narration of her own experiences, the author demonstrates how personal
locations—habits, preferences, expectations deriving from childhood memories, and areas of
ignorance—impose themselves on the process of selection, observation, and interpretation in research.
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From reader reviews:

Lee Durfee:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This book Friends, Brothers and Informants: Fieldwork Memoirs of
Banaras was filled regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific
research competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big
benefit of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get
book that you simply wanted.

Marlin Brogan:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book Friends, Brothers and Informants: Fieldwork
Memoirs of Banaras was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Friends,
Brothers and Informants: Fieldwork Memoirs of Banaras has many kinds or type. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on
there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax.
Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that.

Kermit Moors:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you know that
little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book.
Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually Friends, Brothers and
Informants: Fieldwork Memoirs of Banaras.

Walter Feuerstein:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Friends, Brothers and Informants:
Fieldwork Memoirs of Banaras to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of
reading ability is developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it
and mingle the idea about book and reading through especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open
a book and examine it. Beside that the book Friends, Brothers and Informants: Fieldwork Memoirs of
Banaras can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must
you're doing of their time.
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