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One of the greatest cities of the Himalaya, Kathmandu, Nepal, is a unique blend of thousand-year-old
cultural practices and accelerated urban development. In this book, Thomas Bell recounts his experiences
from his many years in the city—exploring in the process the rich history of Kathmandu and its many
instances of self-reinvention.

Closed to the outside world until 1951 and trapped in a medieval time warp, Kathmandu is, as Bell argues, a
jewel of the art world, a carnival of sexual license, a hotbed of communist revolution, a paradigm of failed
democracy, a case study in bungled western intervention, and an environmental catastrophe. The layered
development of the city can be seen in the successive generations of its gods and goddesses; its comfort in
the caste system and ethos of aristocracy and kingship; and the recent destabilizing effects of consumerist
approaches and the push for egalitarianism and democracy. In important ways, Kathmandu’s rapid
modernization can be seen as an extreme version of what is happening in other traditional societies.  Bell
also discusses the ramifications of the recent Nepal earthquake.

A comprehensive look at a top global destination, Kathmandu is an entertaining and accessible chronicle for
anyone eager to learn more about this fascinating city.
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From reader reviews:

Kathleen Owens:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem as
well as exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Kathmandu.

Roxanne Pineda:

This Kathmandu tend to be reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason
why of this Kathmandu can be among the great books you must have will be giving you more than just
simple studying food but feed an individual with information that might be will shock your prior knowledge.
This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-book
and printed versions. Beside that this Kathmandu forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's have
it and revel in reading.

Erin Wright:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new information.
When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Kathmandu, you are able to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge
can inspire average, make them reading a reserve.

Barbra Walker:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in
the outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be Kathmandu why because the excellent cover that make
you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is fantastic as
the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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