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Hers is the show business saga you think you already know--but you ain't seen nothin' yet. Rose Thompson
Hovick, mother of June Havoc and Gypsy Rose Lee, went down in theatrical history as "The Stage Mother
from Hell" after her immortalization on Broadway in Gypsy: A Musical Fable. Yet the musical was 75
percent fictionalized by playwright Arthur Laurents and condensed for the stage. Rose's full story is even
more striking.

Born fearless on the North Dakota prairie in 1891, Rose Thompson had a kind father and a gallivanting
mother who sold lacy finery to prostitutes. She became an unhappy teenage bride whose marriage yielded
two entrancing daughters, Louise and June. When June was discovered to be a child prodigy in ballet,
capable of dancing en pointe by the age of three, Rose, without benefit of any theatrical training, set out to
create onstage opportunities for her magical baby girl--and succeeded.

Rose followed her own star and created two more in dramatic and colorful style: "Baby June" became a child
headliner in vaudeville, and Louise grew up to be the well-known burlesque star Gypsy Rose Lee. The rest
of Mama Rose's remarkable story included love affairs with both men and women, the operation of a
"lesbian pick-up joint" where she sold homemade bathtub gin, wild attempts to extort money from Gypsy
and June, two stints as a chicken farmer, and three allegations of cold-blooded murder--all of which was
deemed unfit for the script of Gypsy. Here, at last, is the rollicking, wild saga that never made it to the stage.
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From reader reviews:

Horace Godbolt:

Mama Rose's Turn: The True Story of America's Most Notorious Stage Mother can be one of your nice
books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary
which could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless
delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing Mama Rose's Turn: The True Story of America's Most Notorious Stage Mother but
doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource details that maybe
you can be one of it. This great information can drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.

Jerry Thomas:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Mama Rose's Turn: The True Story of
America's Most Notorious Stage Mother reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to
make book which can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still doubt
Mama Rose's Turn: The True Story of America's Most Notorious Stage Mother as good book not just by the
cover but also with the content. This is one e-book that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you
still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense
already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Owen Neri:

This Mama Rose's Turn: The True Story of America's Most Notorious Stage Mother is great book for you
because the content and that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and get to make
decision every minute. This book reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we can declare no
rambling sentences inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it
only will give you straight forward sentences but hard core information with lovely delivering sentences.
Having Mama Rose's Turn: The True Story of America's Most Notorious Stage Mother in your hand like
keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer you world in
ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and
Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that will?

Rosemary Perez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
And also you know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by



book. Many kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Mama Rose's Turn: The
True Story of America's Most Notorious Stage Mother.
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