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As the world prepared for war in the 1930s, the United States discovered that it faced the real threat of
foreign spies stealing military and industrial secrets-and that it had no established means to combat them.
Into that breach stepped J. Edgar Hoover and the FBI.

Although the FBI's expanded role in World War II has been well documented, few have examined the crucial
period before Pearl Harbor when the Bureau's powers secretly expanded to face the developing international
emergency. Former FBI agent Raymond Batvinis now tells how the Bureau grew from a small law
enforcement unit into America's first organized counterespionage and counterintelligence service. Batvinis
examines the FBI's emerging new roles during the two decades leading up to America's entry into World
War II to show how it cooperated and competed with other federal agencies. He takes readers behind the
scenes, as the State Department and Hoover fought fiercely over the control of counterintelligence, and tells
how the agency combined its crime-fighting expertise with its new wiretapping authority to spy on foreign
agents.

Based on newly declassified documents and interviews with former agents, Batvinis's account reconstructs
and greatly expands our understanding of the FBI's achievements and failures during this period. Among
these were the Bureau's mishandling of the 1938 Rumrich/Griebl spy case, which Hoover slyly used to
broaden his agency's powers; its cracking of the Duquesne Espionage Case in 1941, which enabled Hoover
to boost public and congressional support to new heights; and its failure to understand the value of Soviet
agent Walter Krivitsky, which slowed Bureau efforts to combat Soviet espionage in America.

In addition, Batvinis offers a new view of the relationship between the FBI and the military, cites the crucial
contributions of British intelligence to the FBI's counterintelligence education, and reveals the agency's
ultra-secret role in mining financial records for the Treasury Department. He also reviews the early days of
the top-secret Special Intelligence Service, which quietly dispatched FBI agents posing as businessmen to
South America to spy on their governments.

With an insider's knowledge and a storyteller's skill, Batvinis provides a page-turning history narrative that
greatly revises our views of the FBI—and also resonates powerfully with our own post-9/11 world.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Cunningham:

The knowledge that you get from The Origins of FBI Counterintelligence will be the more deep you rooting
the information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that
this book is hard to be aware of but The Origins of FBI Counterintelligence giving you joy feeling of
reading. The writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by simply anyone who read
the item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We suggest you for having this particular The Origins of FBI Counterintelligence instantly.

Michael Rodiguez:

This book untitled The Origins of FBI Counterintelligence to be one of several books that will best seller in
this year, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy
that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using online. The publisher in this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there
is no reason for your requirements to past this e-book from your list.

Todd Goff:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals.
When you read this The Origins of FBI Counterintelligence, it is possible to tells your family, friends along
with soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a publication.

James Barclay:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Origins of FBI Counterintelligence can
be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra
time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the
others?
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