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When Abraham Lincoln was elected president of the United States in 1860, he came into office with
practically no experience in military strategy and tactics. Consequently, at the start of the Civil War, he
depended on leading military men to teach him how to manage warfare. As the war continued and Lincoln
matured as a military leader, however, he no longer relied on the advice of others and became the major
military mind of the war. In this brief overview of Lincoln’s military actions and relationships during the
war, John F. Marszalek traces the sixteenth president’s evolution from a nonmilitary politician into the
commander in chief who won the Civil War, demonstrating why Lincoln remains America’s greatest military
president.

As tensions erupted into conflict in 1861, Lincoln turned to his generals, including Winfield Scott, George B.
McClellan, and Henry W. Halleck, for guidance in running the war. These men were products of the
traditional philosophy of war, which taught that armies alone wage war and the way to win was to maneuver
masses of forces against fractions of the enemy at the key point in the strategic area. As Marszalek shows,
Lincoln listened at first, and made mistakes along the way, but he increasingly came to realize that these
military men should no longer direct him. He developed a different philosophy of war, one that advocated
attacks on all parts of the enemy line and war between not just armies but also societies. Warfare had
changed, and now the generals had to learn from their commander in chief. It was only when Ulysses S.
Grant became commanding general, Marszalek explains, that Lincoln had a leader who agreed with his
approach to war. Implementation of this new philosophy, he shows, won the war for the Union forces.

Tying the necessity of emancipation to preservation of the Union, Marszalek considers the many presidential
matters Lincoln had to face in order to manage the war effectively and demonstrates how Lincoln’s
determination, humility, sense of humor, analytical ability, and knack for quickly learning important
information proved instrumental in his military success. Based primarily on Lincoln’s own words, this
succinct volume offers an easily-accessible window into a critical period in the life of Abraham Lincoln and
the history of the nation.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Wolf:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will want this Lincoln and the Military (Concise Lincoln Library).

Sherman Etheridge:

The book Lincoln and the Military (Concise Lincoln Library) can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book Lincoln and the
Military (Concise Lincoln Library)? A number of you have a different opinion about publication. But one
aim that book can give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with
your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; you can share all of
these. Book Lincoln and the Military (Concise Lincoln Library) has simple shape but you know: it has great
and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by available and read a guide. So it is very
wonderful.

Lori Suda:

This Lincoln and the Military (Concise Lincoln Library) are reliable for you who want to be described as a
successful person, why. The reason of this Lincoln and the Military (Concise Lincoln Library) can be one of
the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you
actually with information that perhaps will shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you
can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that
this Lincoln and the Military (Concise Lincoln Library) forcing you to have an enormous of experience like
rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So , let's
have it appreciate reading.

Eli Gaddy:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real their pastime.
They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful pictures on
there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that on this
period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Lincoln and the Military (Concise Lincoln Library) can make you really feel more



interested to read.
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