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This innovative political history provides a new perspective on the enduring question of the origins and
nature of the Indian revolts against the Spanish that exploded in the southern Andean highlands in the 1780s.
Subverting Colonial Authority focuses on one of the main—but least studied—centers of rebel activity
during the age of the Túpac Amaru revolution: the overwhelmingly indigenous Northern Potosí region of
present-day Bolivia. Tracing how routine political conflict developed into large-scale violent upheaval,
Sergio Serulnikov explores the changing forms of colonial domination and peasant politics in the area from
the 1740s (the starting point of large political and economic transformations) through the early 1780s, when
a massive insurrection of the highland communities shook the foundations of Spanish rule.

Drawing on court records, government papers, personal letters, census documents, and other testimonies
from Bolivian and Argentine archives, Subverting Colonial Authority addresses issues that illuminate key
aspects of indigenous rebellion, European colonialism, and Andean cultural history. Serulnikov analyzes
long-term patterns of social conflict rooted in local political cultures and regionally based power relations.
He examines the day-to-day operations of the colonial system of justice within the rural villages as well as
the sharp ideological and political strife among colonial ruling groups. Highlighting the emergence of radical
modes of anticolonial thought and ethnic cooperation, he argues that Andean peasants were able to overcome
entrenched tendencies toward internal dissension and fragmentation in the very process of marshaling both
law and force to assert their rights and hold colonial authorities accountable. Along the way, Serulnikov
shows, they not only widened the scope of their collective identities but also contradicted colonial ideas of
indigenous societies as either secluded cultures or pliant objects of European rule.
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From reader reviews:

Lauren Marine:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Subverting Colonial Authority: Challenges to Spanish Rule in
Eighteenth-Century Southern Andes.

Sandra Lowe:

The book Subverting Colonial Authority: Challenges to Spanish Rule in Eighteenth-Century Southern Andes
give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase.
Book can to become your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem together with your
subject. If you can make examining a book Subverting Colonial Authority: Challenges to Spanish Rule in
Eighteenth-Century Southern Andes being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your
current capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if
you like open up and read a e-book Subverting Colonial Authority: Challenges to Spanish Rule in
Eighteenth-Century Southern Andes. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia
or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Richard Mendoza:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you have
read is actually Subverting Colonial Authority: Challenges to Spanish Rule in Eighteenth-Century Southern
Andes.

Gerard Armstrong:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your
small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need more time to be
learn. Subverting Colonial Authority: Challenges to Spanish Rule in Eighteenth-Century Southern Andes can
be your answer mainly because it can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.
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