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The discovery of how opiates such as morphine and heroin relieve pain and produce euphoria is one of the
most dramatic tales of modern science. It begins in 1971 when, at the height of the undeclared war in
Vietnam, Richard Nixon officially announced a war on drugs. Heroin addiction--no longer confined to urban
ghettos--was causing bad public relations for the White House. The specter of young American soldiers
demoralized, drugged, and committing atrocities was not the image President Nixon wished to convey as he
argued for further bombings of North Vietnam.

In this book Solomon Snyder describes the political maneuverings and scientific sleuthing that led him and
Candace Pert, then a graduate student in his lab, to a critical breakthrough in the effort to understand
addiction. Their discovery--the so-called opiate receptor--is a structure on the surface of certain nerve cells
that attracts opiates. Heroin or morphine molecules fit into opiate receptors much as a key fits into the
ignition switch of a car--thus turning on the engine of the cell. Snyder and his students were able to show that
nerve cells which possess opiate receptors are found in precisely those parts of the brain that control emotion
and pain.

Dr. Snyder describes the friendly yet intense competition from other researchers to expand upon this initial
discovery. From the work of two Scottish investigators, Hans Kosterlitz and John Hughes, neuroscientists
now know not only where opiate receptors are found in the brain but also why they are there: to serve as
binding sites for an opiate-like substance produced by the brain itself--the brain's own morphine. This
substance, called enkephalin, regulates pain, mood, and a host of other physiological functions.

From this very human chronicle of scientific battles in the ongoing war against pain and addiction, we gain
an appreciation of the extraordinary intellectual processes of an eminent scientist. But Dr. Snyder's story of
scientific brainstorming also affords us rare glimpses into the fruitful, sometimes frustrating, relationships
among scientists which enrich and complicate creative work. We are reminded of the delicate political
alliances that are forged at every level of organization, from the lab bench to the Oval Office, as the scientific
community attempts to fit its needs to those of the larger society.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Huynh:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Brainstorming: The Science and Politics of Opiate Research. Try to face the
book Brainstorming: The Science and Politics of Opiate Research as your buddy. It means that it can for
being your friend when you feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every little
thing by the book. So , let me make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Esther Watson:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
while those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Brainstorming: The Science and Politics of
Opiate Research as the daily resource information.

Robin Harvey:

The publication untitled Brainstorming: The Science and Politics of Opiate Research is the reserve that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you. The
language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of research
when write the book, and so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could
possibly get the e-book of Brainstorming: The Science and Politics of Opiate Research from the publisher to
make you far more enjoy free time.

Catherine Stoltenberg:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is identified as of
book Brainstorming: The Science and Politics of Opiate Research. You can include your knowledge by it.
Without leaving the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most
important that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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