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In August 1859 Bernhard Riemann, a little-known 32-year old mathematician, presented a paper to the
Berlin Academy titled: "On the Number of Prime Numbers Less Than a Given Quantity." In the middle of
that paper, Riemann made an incidental remark — a guess, a hypothesis. What he tossed out to the
assembled mathematicians that day has proven to be almost cruelly compelling to countless scholars in the
ensuing years. Today, after 150 years of careful research and exhaustive study, the question remains. Is the
hypothesis true or false?

Riemann's basic inquiry, the primary topic of his paper, concerned a straightforward but nevertheless
important matter of arithmetic — defining a precise formula to track and identify the occurrence of prime
numbers. But it is that incidental remark — the Riemann Hypothesis — that is the truly astonishing legacy of
his 1859 paper. Because Riemann was able to see beyond the pattern of the primes to discern traces of
something mysterious and mathematically elegant shrouded in the shadows — subtle variations in the
distribution of those prime numbers. Brilliant for its clarity, astounding for its potential consequences, the
Hypothesis took on enormous importance in mathematics. Indeed, the successful solution to this puzzle
would herald a revolution in prime number theory. Proving or disproving it became the greatest challenge of
the age.

It has become clear that the Riemann Hypothesis, whose resolution seems to hang tantalizingly just beyond
our grasp, holds the key to a variety of scientific and mathematical investigations. The making and breaking
of modern codes, which depend on the properties of the prime numbers, have roots in the Hypothesis. In a
series of extraordinary developments during the 1970s, it emerged that even the physics of the atomic
nucleus is connected in ways not yet fully understood to this strange conundrum. Hunting down the solution
to the Riemann Hypothesis has become an obsession for many — the veritable "great white whale" of
mathematical research. Yet despite determined efforts by generations of mathematicians, the Riemann
Hypothesis defies resolution.

Alternating passages of extraordinarily lucid mathematical exposition with chapters of elegantly composed
biography and history, Prime Obsession is a fascinating and fluent account of an epic mathematical mystery
that continues to challenge and excite the world. Posited a century and a half ago, the Riemann Hypothesis is
an intellectual feast for the cognoscenti and the curious alike. Not just a story of numbers and calculations,
Prime Obsession is the engrossing tale of a relentless hunt for an elusive proof — and those who have been
consumed by it.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Brown:

Often the book Prime Obsession: Bernhard Riemann and the Greatest Unsolved Problem in Mathematics
will bring you to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to explain the idea is
very unique. In case you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book Prime Obsession:
Bernhard Riemann and the Greatest Unsolved Problem in Mathematics is much recommended to you to
read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Victor Willis:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the knowledge about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there
are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their expertise in writing,
they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them is this Prime Obsession:
Bernhard Riemann and the Greatest Unsolved Problem in Mathematics.

Angel Martinez:

The book with title Prime Obsession: Bernhard Riemann and the Greatest Unsolved Problem in Mathematics
contains a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book.
This kind of book exist new information the information that exist in this book represented the condition of
the world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will
bring you within new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can
read the idea anywhere you want.

Thomas Towne:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news. In this modern
era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social like newspaper,
magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just looking for
the Prime Obsession: Bernhard Riemann and the Greatest Unsolved Problem in Mathematics when you
essential it?
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