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The economic reforms imposed by Augusto Pinochet’s regime (1973–1990) are often credited with
transforming Chile into a global economy and setting the stage for a peaceful transition to democracy,
individual liberty, and the recognition of cultural diversity. The famed economist Milton Friedman would
later describe the transition as the “Miracle of Chile.” Yet, as Patricia Richards reveals, beneath this veneer
of progress lies a reality of social conflict and inequity that has been perpetuated by many of the same
neoliberal programs.

In Race and the Chilean Miracle, Richards examines conflicts between Mapuche indigenous people and state
and private actors over natural resources, territorial claims, and collective rights in the Araucanía region.
Through ground-level fieldwork, extensive interviews with local Mapuche and Chileans, and analysis of
contemporary race and governance theory, Richards exposes the ways that local, regional, and transnational
realities are shaped by systemic racism in the context of neoliberal multiculturalism..

Richards demonstrates how state programs and policies run counter to Mapuche claims for autonomy and
cultural recognition. The Mapuche, whose ancestral lands have been appropriated for timber and farming,
have been branded as terrorists for their activism and sometimes-violent responses to state and private sector
interventions. Through their interviews, many Mapuche cite the perpetuation of colonialism under the guise
of development projects, multicultural policies, and assimilationist narratives. Many Chilean locals and
political elites see the continued defiance of the Mapuche in their tenacious connection to the land, resistance
to integration, and insistence on their rights as a people. These diametrically opposed worldviews form the
basis of the racial dichotomy that continues to pervade Chilean society.

In her study, Richards traces systemic racism that follows both a top-down path (global, state, and regional)
as well as a bottom-up one (local agencies and actors), detailing their historic roots. Richards also describes
potential positive outcomes in the form of intercultural coalitions or indigenous autonomy. Her compelling
analysis offers new perspectives on indigenous rights, race, and neoliberal multiculturalism in Latin America
and globally.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Valdez:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called Race and the
Chilean Miracle: Neoliberalism, Democracy, and Indigenous Rights (Pitt Latin American Series)? Maybe it
is to be best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book,
you can smarter than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have additional opinion?

Susan Munoz:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman?
If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have spare time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer that
question due to the fact just their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it
is suitable. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of Race and the Chilean
Miracle: Neoliberalism, Democracy, and Indigenous Rights (Pitt Latin American Series) to read.

Gerald Velasco:

This book untitled Race and the Chilean Miracle: Neoliberalism, Democracy, and Indigenous Rights (Pitt
Latin American Series) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that is because when you
read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that book in the book shop or you
can order it by using online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this
book, since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this e-book
from your list.

Jose Hackler:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Race and the Chilean Miracle: Neoliberalism,
Democracy, and Indigenous Rights (Pitt Latin American Series) can be the respond to, oh how comes? A
book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a
nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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