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On the first anniversary of his election to the papacy, Leo the Great stood before the assembly of bishops
convening in Rome and forcefully asserted his privileged position as the heir of Peter the Apostle. This
declaration marked the beginning of a powerful tradition: the Bishop of Rome would henceforth leverage the
cult of St. Peter, and the popular association of St. Peter with the city itself, to his advantage. In The
Invention of Peter, George E. Demacopoul os examines this Petrine discourse, revealing how the link
between the historic Peter and the Roman Church strengthened, shifted, and evolved during the papacies of
two of the most creative and dynamic popes of late antiquity, ultimately shaping medieval Christianity as we
now know it.

By emphasizing the ways in which this rhetoric of apostolic privilege was employed, extended, transformed,
or resisted between the reigns of Leo the Great and Gregory the Great, Demacopoul os offers an alternate
account of papal history that challenges the dominant narrative of an inevitable and unbroken rise in papal
power from late antiquity through the Middle Ages. He unpacks escal ating claims to ecclesiastical authority,
demonstrating how this rhetoric, which ailmost always invokes alink to St. Peter, does not necessarily
represent actual power or prestige but instead reflects moments of papal anxiety and weakness. Through its
nuanced examination of an array of episcopal activity—diplomatic, pastoral, political, and
administrative—The Invention of Peter offers a new perspective on the emergence of papal authority and
illuminates the influence that Petrine discourse exerted on the survival and exceptional status of the Bishop
of Rome.
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From reader reviews:
Alberto Benson:

As peoplewho livein typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the erathat is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to an individua isyou don't know which you should start with. This The Invention of
Peter: Apostolic Discourse and Papal Authority in Late Antiquity (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient
Religion) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what
you want and need in this era.

Kelly Cohn:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this specific aren't like that. This The Invention of Peter: Apostolic Discourse and Papal
Authority in Late Antiquity (Divinations. Rereading Late Ancient Religion) book is readable by you who
hate the straight word style. Y ou will find the data here are arrange for enjoyabl e reading through experience
without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer regarding The
Invention of Peter: Apostolic Discourse and Papal Authority in Late Antiquity (Divinations: Rereading Late
Ancient Religion) content conveys objective easily to understand by alot of people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the content material but it just different available asit. So , do you continue to thinking
The Invention of Peter: Apostolic Discourse and Papal Authority in Late Antiquity (Divinations: Rereading
Late Ancient Religion) is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Sharon McMichad:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this The Invention of Peter: Apostolic
Discourse and Papal Authority in Late Antiquity (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) reserve
written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone
who also read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only
for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation The Invention of Peter: Apostolic Discourse and Papal
Authority in Late Antiquity (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) as good book not merely by the
cover but also by the content. Thisis one book that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you
still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense
aready told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Brandi Johnson:

In this period of time globalization it isimportant to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler
to share. Y ou can find alot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.



Y ou will see that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is The Invention of Peter: Apostolic Discourse and Papal Authority in Late
Antiquity (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) this reserve consist alot of the information in the
condition of thisworld now. This book was represented how does the world has grown up. The language
styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some research when he
makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.
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