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Can philanthropy alleviate inequality? Do antipoverty programs work on the ground? In this eye-opening
analysis, Erica Kohl-Arenas bores deeply into how these issues play out in California’ s Central Valley,
which is one of the wealthiest agricultural production regionsin the world and also home to the poorest
people in the United States.

Through the lens of a provocative set of case studies, The Self-Help Myth reveals how philanthropy
maintains systems of inequality by attracting attention to the behavior of poor people while shifting the focus
away from structural inequities and relationships of power that produce poverty. In Fresno County, for
example, which has a $5.6 billion-plus agricultural industry, migrant farm workers depend heavily on food
banks, religious organizations, and family networks to feed and clothe their families. Foundation
professional's espouse well-intentioned, hopeful strategies to improve the lives of the poor. These strategies
contain specific ideas—in philanthropy terminology, “theories of change” — that rely on traditional
American ideals of individualism and hard work, such as self-help, civic participation, and mutual
prosperity. But when used in partnership with well-defined limits around what foundations will and will not
fund, these ideals become fuzzy concepts promoting professional and institutional behaviors that leave
relationships of poverty and inequality untouched.
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From reader reviews:
L oren Velasco:

Nowadays reading books be alittle more than want or need but also turn into alife style. Thisreading
routine give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book thisimprove your knowledge and information. The information you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books
but if you want truly feel happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the The
Self-Help Myth: How Philanthropy Failsto Alleviate Poverty (Poverty, Interrupted) is kind of publication
which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Jesse Harrison:

The Self-Help Myth: How Philanthropy Failsto Alleviate Poverty (Poverty, Interrupted) can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his’her effort to place every word into
enjoyment arrangement in writing The Self-Help Myth: How Philanthropy Failsto Alleviate Poverty
(Poverty, Interrupted) although doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm
resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can drawn you into completely
new stage of crucia contemplating.

Maria Peterson:

Y ou are able to spend your free time to study this book this book. This The Self-Help Myth: How
Philanthropy Failsto Alleviate Poverty (Poverty, Interrupted) is simple to bring you can read it in the
playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the particular
printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you better to read it. Y ou can save the actual book
in your smart phone. Thus there are alot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Anthony Malloy:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. Y ou can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source in which filled update of news. With this
modern eralike currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media socia like
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. Y ou can add your
knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just searching for the

The Self-Help Myth: How Philanthropy Fails to Alleviate Poverty (Poverty, Interrupted) when you essential
it?
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