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The story of viruses and humanity is a story of fear and ignorance, of grief and heartbreak, and of great
bravery and sacrifice. Michael Oldstone tells all these stories as he illuminates the history of the devastating
diseases that have tormented humanity, focusing mostly on the most famous viruses.
Oldstone begins with smallpox, polio, and measles. Nearly 300 million people were killed by smallpox in
this century alone and the author presents a vivid account of the long campaign to eradicate this lethal killer.
Oldstone then describes the fascinating viruses that have captured headlines in more recent years: Ebola,
Hantavirus, mad cow disease (a frightening illness made worse by government mishandling and secrecy),
and, of course, AIDS. And he tells us of the many scientists watching and waiting even now for the next
great plague, monitoring influenza strains to see whether the deadly variant from 1918--a viral strain that
killed over 20 million people in 1918-1919--will make a comeback. For this revised edition, Oldstone
includes discussions of new viruses like SARS, bird flu, virally caused cancers, chronic wasting disease, and
West Nile, and fully updates the original text with new findings on particular viruses.
Viruses, Plagues, and History paints a sweeping portrait of humanity's long-standing conflict with our
unseen viral enemies. Oldstone's book is a vivid history of a fascinating field, and a highly reliable dispatch
from an eminent researcher on the front line of this ongoing campaign.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Lane:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the publication entitled Viruses, Plagues, and History: Past, Present and Future. Try
to make book Viruses, Plagues, and History: Past, Present and Future as your close friend. It means that it
can being your friend when you really feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you
can know every thing by the book. So , let us make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Kristen Self:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy read
one together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the Viruses, Plagues, and History:
Past, Present and Future is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Ericka McCall:

The reserve with title Viruses, Plagues, and History: Past, Present and Future has lot of information that you
can understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This kind of book exist new understanding
the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you throughout new era of the the
positive effect. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Beverly Hummell:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Viruses, Plagues, and History: Past, Present and
Future was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Viruses, Plagues,
and History: Past, Present and Future has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For example
Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book
are usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book
for yourself and try to like reading that.
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