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In this profound and profoundly controversial work, a landmark of 20th-century thought originally published
in 1971, B. F. Skinner makes his definitive statement about humankind and society.
Insisting that the problems of the world today can be solved only by dealing much more effectively with
human behavior, Skinner argues that our traditional concepts of freedom and dignity must be sharply revised.
They have played an important historical role in our struggle against many kinds of tyranny, he
acknowledges, but they are now responsible for the futile defense of a presumed free and autonomous
individual; they are perpetuating our use of punishment and blocking the development of more effective
cultural practices. Basing his arguments on the massive results of the experimental analysis of behavior he
pioneered, Skinner rejects traditional explanations of behavior in terms of states of mind, feelings, and other
mental attributes in favor of explanations to be sought in the interaction between genetic endowment and
personal history. He argues that instead of promoting freedom and dignity as personal attributes, we should
direct our attention to the physical and social environments in which people live. It is the environment rather
than humankind itself that must be changed if the traditional goals of the struggle for freedom and dignity are
to be reached.
Beyond Freedom and Dignity urges us to reexamine the ideals we have taken for granted and to consider the
possibility of a radically behaviorist approach to human problems—one that has appeared to some
incompatible with those ideals, but which envisions the building of a world in which humankind can attain
its greatest possible achievements.
Burrhus Frederic Skinner (1904–1990), regarded by many as the most important and influential psychologist
since Freud, earned his doctorate in psychology at Harvard University in 1931. Following appointments at
the University of Minnesota and Indiana University, he returned to Harvard in 1948. He remained there for
the rest of his career, retiring in 1974 as Edgar Pierce Professor of Psychology. His many works include
Walden Two (1948) and Verbal Behavior (1957).
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From reader reviews:

Grace McClellan:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Beyond Freedom and Dignity (Hackett Classics). Try to make the book
Beyond Freedom and Dignity (Hackett Classics) as your close friend. It means that it can for being your
friend when you experience alone and beside that of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for yourself. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know almost everything
by the book. So , let us make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Patrick Pierce:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at
this point, people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual
crowded place and notice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for
a while is reading. Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular Beyond
Freedom and Dignity (Hackett Classics) book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

Robert Leggett:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of various ways
to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Beyond Freedom and Dignity (Hackett Classics), you can tells your family, friends and soon about yours
book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Edward Sullivan:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your
mind skill or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find publication that need more time to be go through. Beyond Freedom and Dignity (Hackett Classics) can
be your answer mainly because it can be read by a person who have those short free time problems.
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