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The story of the Civil War and Reconstruction in Greene County, Georgia, is a remarkable tale of both
fundamental change and essential continuity. In How Curious a Land, Jonathan Bryant follows the county's
social, economic, and legal transformation from a wealthy, self-sufficient plantation economy based on
slavery to a largely impoverished, economically dependent community dominated by a new commercial
class of merchants and lawyers.

Emancipated slaves made up two-thirds of the county's population at the end of the Civil War, and thanks to
an able, charismatic, and politically active leadership, they enjoyed early success in pressing for their rights.
But their gains, says Bryant, were only temporary, because the white elite retained control of the legal
system and used it effectively against blacks. Law also helped shape the course of economic change as, for
example, postbellum laws designed to benefit the new commercial elite ensured poverty for most of the
county's small farmers, both black and white, by relegating them to the status of sharecroppers and tenants.
As a result, the county's wealth, though greatly diminished in the postbellum years, remained concentrated in
the hands of a small elite.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Wilson:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or their own
friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside park.
They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your
free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing
that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to test look for book, may be the
e-book untitled How Curious a Land: Conflict and Change in Greene County, Georgia, 1850-1885 (Fred W.
Morrison Series in Southern Studies) can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Sang Weems:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This How Curious a Land: Conflict
and Change in Greene County, Georgia, 1850-1885 (Fred W. Morrison Series in Southern Studies) is simple
to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not get much
space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You
can save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one
buys this book.

Felix Smith:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This How Curious a Land: Conflict and Change
in Greene County, Georgia, 1850-1885 (Fred W. Morrison Series in Southern Studies) can be the respond to,
oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading in this new
era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Dorothy Vinson:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when they get a
half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book How Curious a Land: Conflict and Change in
Greene County, Georgia, 1850-1885 (Fred W. Morrison Series in Southern Studies) to make your own
reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to
choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about book and looking at especially. It
is to be first opinion for you to like to start a book and study it. Beside that the e-book How Curious a Land:
Conflict and Change in Greene County, Georgia, 1850-1885 (Fred W. Morrison Series in Southern Studies)
can to be your brand-new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing
of this time.
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