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From an acclaimed cultural critic, a narrative and social history of the Great American Songwriting
era.
 
Everybody knows and loves the American Songbook. But it’s a bit less widely understood that in about
1950, this stream of great songs more or less dried up. All of a sudden, what came over the radio wasn’t
Gershwin, Porter, and Berlin, but “Come on-a My House” and “How Much Is That Doggie in the Window?”
Elvis and rock and roll arrived a few years later, and at that point the game was truly up. What happened, and
why? In The B Side, acclaimed cultural historian Ben Yagoda answers those questions in a fascinating piece
of detective work. Drawing on previously untapped archival sources and on scores of interviews—the voices
include Randy Newman, Jimmy Webb, Linda Ronstadt, and Herb Alpert—the book illuminates broad
musical trends through a series of intertwined stories. Among them are the battle between ASCAP and
Broadcast Music, Inc.; the revolution in jazz after World War II; the impact of radio and then television; and
the bitter, decades-long feud between Mitch Miller and Frank Sinatra.
 
The B Side is about taste, and the particular economics and culture of songwriting, and the potential of
popular art for greatness and beauty. It’s destined to become a classic of American musical history.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Davis:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book The B Side: The Death of Tin Pan Alley
and the Rebirth of the Great American Song will make you to become smarter. You can feel much more
confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think which open or reading any book
make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best
book or appropriate book with you?

Brian Alexander:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name The B Side: The
Death of Tin Pan Alley and the Rebirth of the Great American Song suitable to you? The actual book was
written by well-known writer in this era. The particular book untitled The B Side: The Death of Tin Pan
Alley and the Rebirth of the Great American Songis the main one of several books in which everyone read
now. That book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new
shape that you ever know before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, so all of people can
easily to comprehend the core of this guide. This book will give you a great deal of information about this
world now. In order to see the represented of the world with this book.

Augustine Klotz:

The e-book with title The B Side: The Death of Tin Pan Alley and the Rebirth of the Great American Song
contains a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This
particular book exist new understanding the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of
the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book
will bring you inside new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can
read that anywhere you want.

Nancy Sherman:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just lying
down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The B Side: The Death of Tin Pan Alley and the
Rebirth of the Great American Song can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so
out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
guides have than the others?
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