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A revealing biography of the influential and controversial cultural titan who embodied an era

The Tastemaker explores the many lives of Carl Van Vechten, the most influential cultural impresario of the
early twentieth century: a patron and dealmaker of the Harlem Renaissance, a photographer who captured the
erasicons, and anovelist who created some of the Jazz Age's most salacious stories. A close confidant of
Langston Hughes, Gertrude Stein, George Gershwin, F. Scott Fitzgerald, and the Knopfs, Van Vechten
frolicked in the 1920s Manhattan demimonde, finding himself in Harlem's jazz clubs, Hell's Kitchen's
speakeasies, and Greenwich Village's underground gay scene. New Y ork City was a hotbed of vice aswell as
creativity, and Van Vechten was at the center of it al.Edward White's biography—the first comprehensive
biography of Carl Van Vechten in nearly half a century, and the first to fully explore Van Vechten's tangled
relationship to race and sexuality—depicts a controversia figure who defined an age. Embodying many of
the contradictions of modern America, Van Vechten was a devoted husband with a coterie of boys by his
side, a supporter of difficult art who also loved lowbrow entertainment, and a promoter of the Harlem

Renai ssance whose bestselling novel—and especiadly its title—infuriated many of the same African-
American artists he championed. Van Vechten's defense of what many Americans considered bad
taste—modernist literature, African-American culture, and sexual self-expression—created a popular
appetite for these quintessential elements of American art. The Tastemaker encompasses its subject's private
fears and longings, as well as Manhattan's raucous, taboo-busting social scene of which he was such a central
part. It is aremarkable portrait of a man whose brave journeys across boundaries of race, sexuality, and taste
helped make Americafully modern.
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From reader reviews:
Janet M agnuson:

As people who livein the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these individual s keep up with the erathat is always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is agood choice to suit your needs
but the problems coming to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Tastemaker:
Carl Van Vechten and the Birth of Modern Americais our recommendation so you keep up with the world.
Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

M ohammed Thomas:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be alife style. This reading routine give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you
want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read one with theme for
entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the The Tastemaker: Carl Van Vechten and the Birth of Modern
Americaiskind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Juan Carrillo:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be ainformation or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which isin the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find
the unstabl e resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Tastemaker: Carl Van Vechten and the
Birth of Modern America as the daily resource information.

Joni Harris:

Aswe know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This guide The Tastemaker: Carl Van Vechten and the Birth of Modern Americawas
filled about science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence.
Some peopl e has various feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big advantage of a
book, you can feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern eralike currently, many ways to get book that you
simply wanted.
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