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The simple question "How did the Maya come up with a calendar that had only 260 days?" led Vincent
Malmström to discover an unexpected "hearth" of Mesoamerican culture. In this boldly revisionist book, he
sets forth his challenging, new view of the origin and diffusion of Mesoamerican calendrical systems—the
intellectual achievement that gave rise to Mesoamerican civilization and culture.

Malmström posits that the 260-day calendar marked the interval between passages of the sun at its zenith
over Izapa, an ancient ceremonial center in the Soconusco region of Mexico's Pacific coastal plain. He goes
on to show how the calendar developed by the Zoque people of the region in the fourteenth century B.C.
gradually diffused through Mesoamerica into the so-called "Olmec metropolitan area" of the Gulf coast and
beyond to the Maya in the east and to the plateau of Mexico in the west.

These findings challenge our previous understanding of the origin and diffusion of Mesoamerican
civilization. Sure to provoke lively debate in many quarters, this book will be important reading for all
students of ancient Mesoamerica—anthropologists, archaeologists, archaeoastronomers, geographers, and
the growing public fascinated by all things Maya.
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From reader reviews:

Conrad Degregorio:

Here thing why that Cycles of the Sun, Mysteries of the Moon: The Calendar in Mesoamerican Civilization
are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it really depends in the
content from it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Cycles of the Sun, Mysteries of the
Moon: The Calendar in Mesoamerican Civilization giving you information deeper since different ways, you
can find any reserve out there but there is no reserve that similar with Cycles of the Sun, Mysteries of the
Moon: The Calendar in Mesoamerican Civilization. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up
your current eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you.
You can easily bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train. In case
you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Cycles of the Sun, Mysteries of
the Moon: The Calendar in Mesoamerican Civilization in e-book can be your option.

Karen McCarthy:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is this
Cycles of the Sun, Mysteries of the Moon: The Calendar in Mesoamerican Civilization.

Cheryl Estrella:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Cycles of the Sun, Mysteries of the
Moon: The Calendar in Mesoamerican Civilization guide written by well-known writer we are excited for
well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you
still question Cycles of the Sun, Mysteries of the Moon: The Calendar in Mesoamerican Civilization as good
book not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one publication that can break don't determine
book by its include, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your
studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Erma Ward:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but novel and Cycles of the Sun, Mysteries of the Moon:



The Calendar in Mesoamerican Civilization as well as others sources were given knowledge for you. After
you know how the good a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was created for
teacher or perhaps students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In various
other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Cycles of the Sun, Mysteries of the Moon: The
Calendar in Mesoamerican Civilization to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of
book like this.
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