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A National Book Critics Circle Finalist for Criticism

A deeply Malcolmian volume on painters, photographers, writers, and critics.

Janet Malcolm's In the Freud Archives and The Journalist and the Murderer, as well as her books about
Sylvia Plath and Gertrude Stein, are canonical in the realm of nonfiction—as is the title essay of this
collection, with its forty-one "false starts," or serial attempts to capture the essence of the painter David
Salle, which becomes a dazzling portrait of an artist. Malcolm is "among the most intellectually provocative
of authors," writes David Lehman in The Boston Globe, "able to turn epiphanies of perception into
explosions of insight."

Here, in Forty-one False Starts, Malcolm brings together essays published over the course of several decades
(largely in The New Yorker and The New York Review of Books) that reflect her preoccupation with artists
and their work. Her subjects are painters, photographers, writers, and critics. She explores Bloomsbury's
obsessive desire to create things visual and literary; the "passionate collaborations" behind Edward Weston's
nudes; and the character of the German art photographer Thomas Struth, who is "haunted by the Nazi past,"
yet whose photographs have "a lightness of spirit." In "The Woman Who Hated Women," Malcolm delves
beneath the "onyx surface" of Edith Wharton's fiction, while in "Advanced Placement" she relishes the black
comedy of the Gossip Girl novels of Cecily von Zeigesar. In "Salinger's Cigarettes," Malcolm writes that
"the pettiness, vulgarity, banality, and vanity that few of us are free of, and thus can tolerate in others, are
like ragweed for Salinger's helplessly uncontaminated heroes and heroines." "Over and over," as Ian Frazier
writes in his introduction, "she has demonstrated that nonfiction—a book of reporting, an article in a
magazine, something we see every day—can rise to the highest level of literature."

One of Publishers Weekly's Best Nonfiction Books of 2013
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From reader reviews:

Connie Cornish:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Forty-one
False Starts: Essays on Artists and Writers book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Michelle Jennings:

Precisely why? Because this Forty-one False Starts: Essays on Artists and Writers is an unordinary book that
the inside of the book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret the item inside.
Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such incredible way makes the
content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will
give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your proficiency and your critical
thinking approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were being you I will go to the publication
store hurriedly.

Sandra Lowe:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Forty-one False Starts: Essays on
Artists and Writers publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which can
be understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty Forty-one False Starts:
Essays on Artists and Writers as good book not simply by the cover but also through the content. This is one
e-book that can break don't ascertain book by its include, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick
that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth
sense.

Gloria Engstrom:

Beside that Forty-one False Starts: Essays on Artists and Writers in your phone, it might give you a way to
get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh
from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is good
thing to have Forty-one False Starts: Essays on Artists and Writers because this book offers for you readable
information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on,
that wil happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable,
similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book and read it from
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