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Hailed by her contemporaries as the most popular animal-painter, male or female, of the nineteenth century,
the French artist Rosa Bonheur (1822-99) lived to see her name become a household word. In a century that
did its best to keep women "in their place," Bonheur, like George Sand--to whom she was often compared--
defined herself outside of the social and legal codes of her time. To the horror and bewilderment of many,
she earned her own money, managed her own property, wore trousers, hunted, smoked, and lived in retreat
with female companions in a little chateau near Fountainebleau named The Domain of Perfect Affection.
Rosa Bonheur: The Artist's (Auto)Biography brings this extraordinary woman to life in a unique blend of
biography and autobiography. Coupling her own memories with Bonheur's first-person account, Anna
Klumpke, a young American artist who was Bonheur's lover and chosen portraitist, recounts how she came
to meet and fall in love with Bonheur. Bonheur's account of her own life story, set nicely within Klumpke's
narrative, sheds light on such topics as gender formation, institutional changes in the art world, governmental
intervention in the arts, the social and legal regulation of dress codes, and the perceived transgressive nature
of female sexual companionship in a repressive society, all with the distinctive flavor of Bonheur's artistic
personality.
Gretchen van Slyke's translation provides a rare glimpse into the unconventional life of this famous French
painter, and renders accessible for the first time in English this public statement of Bonheur's artistic credo.
More importantly, whether judged by her century's standards (or perhaps even our own), it details a story of
lesbian love that is bold, unconventional, and courageous.
"The remarkable life of Rosa Bonheur, one of the most highly decorated artists and certainly the best known
female artist of her time in nineteenth-century France, is long overdue for further scrutiny." --Therese Dolan,
Temple University
Gretchen van Slyke is Associate Professor of French, University of Vermont.
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From reader reviews:

Linnie Martinez:

This book untitled Rosa Bonheur: The Artist's (Auto)biography to be one of several books that best seller in
this year, that's because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to
buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher of this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile
phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this e-book from your list.

Celia Robertson:

The book with title Rosa Bonheur: The Artist's (Auto)biography includes a lot of information that you can
find out it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. That book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world at this point. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you in new era of the
glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you
want.

Lois Huseby:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Rosa Bonheur: The Artist's
(Auto)biography, you could enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of
hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as
reading friends.

Annie Resnick:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This publication Rosa Bonheur: The Artist's (Auto)biography was filled about
science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some
people has different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can
truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book you wanted.
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