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At the turn of the twentieth century, medicine’s imperative to cure disease increasingly took priority over the
demand to relieve pain and suffering at the end of life. Filled with heartbreaking stories, The Inevitable Hour
demonstrates that professional attention and resources gradually were diverted from dying patients.

Emily K. Abel challenges three myths about health care and dying in America. First, that medicine has
always sought authority over death and dying; second, that medicine superseded the role of families and
spirituality at the end of life; and finally, that only with the advent of the high-tech hospital did an
institutional death become dehumanized. Abel shows that hospitals resisted accepting dying patients and
often worked hard to move them elsewhere. Poor, terminally ill patients, for example, were shipped from
Bellevue Hospital in open boats across the East River to Blackwell’s Island, where they died in hovels,
mostly without medical care. Some terminal patients were not forced to leave, yet long before the advent of
feeding tubes and respirators, dying in a hospital was a profoundly dehumanizing experience.

With technological advances, passage of the Social Security Act, and enactment of Medicare and Medicaid,
almshouses slowly disappeared and conditions for dying patients improved—though, as Abel argues, the
prejudices and approaches of the past are still with us. The problems that plagued nineteenth-century
almshouses can be found in many nursing homes today, where residents often receive substandard treatment.
A frank portrayal of the medical care of dying people past and present, The Inevitable Hour helps to explain
why a movement to restore dignity to the dying arose in the early 1970s and why its goals have been so
difficult to achieve.
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From reader reviews:

Wilma Hines:

This The Inevitable Hour tend to be reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The
reason why of this The Inevitable Hour can be one of many great books you must have is definitely giving
you more than just simple looking at food but feed a person with information that maybe will shock your
preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Inevitable Hour giving you an enormous of
experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your
day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Gilbert Kimmel:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or perhaps playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read any book. It
is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to reading a guide. The
book The Inevitable Hour it is quite good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These
were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the
particular e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to fund
but this book provides high quality.

Herbert Willams:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will
get lot of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have read is
actually The Inevitable Hour.

Elizabeth Schwartz:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Inevitable Hour was colorful and of course has
pictures on the website. As we know that book The Inevitable Hour has many kinds or type. Start from kids
until teens. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun
and relax. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading which.
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