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At the beginning of the eighteenth century most European Jews lived in restricted settlements and urban
ghettos, isolated from the surrounding dominant Christian cultures not only by law but also by language,
custom, and dress. By the end of the century urban, upwardly mobile Jews had shaved their beards and
abandoned Yiddish in favor of the languages of the countries in which they lived. They began to participate
in secular culture and they embraced rationalism and non-Jewish education as supplements to traditional
Talmudic studies. The full participation of Jews in modern Europe and America would be unthinkable
without the intellectual and social revolution that was the Haskalah, or Jewish Enlightenment.

Unparalleled in scale and comprehensiveness, The Jewish Enlightenment reconstructs the intellectual and
social revolution of the Haskalah as it gradually gathered momentum throughout the eighteenth century.
Relying on a huge range of previously unexplored sources, Shmuel Feiner fully views the Haskalah as the
Jewish version of the European Enlightenment and, as such, a movement that cannot be isolated from
broader eighteenth-century European traditions. Critically, he views the Haskalah as a truly European
phenomenon and not one simply centered in Germany. He also shows how the republic of letters in
European Jewry provided an avenue of secularization for Jewish society and culture, sowing the seeds of
Jewish liberalism and modern ideology and sparking the Orthodox counterreaction that culminated in a clash
of cultures within the Jewish community. The Haskalah's confrontations with its opponents within Jewry
constitute one of the most fascinating chapters in the history of the dramatic and traumatic encounter
between the Jews and modernity.

The Haskalah is one of the central topics in modern Jewish historiography. With its scope, erudition, and
new analysis, The Jewish Enlightenment now provides the most comprehensive treatment of this major
cultural movement.
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From reader reviews:

Georgianna Menendez:

The Jewish Enlightenment (Jewish Culture and Contexts) can be one of your beginning books that are good
idea. We all recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article author
giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The Jewish Enlightenment
(Jewish Culture and Contexts) however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as well as
based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can drawn you
into new stage of crucial thinking.

Jeffrey Paolucci:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you examine a book
you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, simply because book
has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The The Jewish Enlightenment (Jewish Culture and Contexts) will give you new experience in
examining a book.

May Chapa:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book
that recommended for your requirements is The Jewish Enlightenment (Jewish Culture and Contexts) this
publication consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This book was represented
how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The
particular writer made some analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book ideal all of you.

George Gentry:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that query
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And also
you know that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know
that reading is very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by
book. Amount types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this The Jewish
Enlightenment (Jewish Culture and Contexts).
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